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UREAU OF INVESTIGATION

REPORTING OFFICE

MINNEAPOLIS

OFFICE OF ORIGIN

MINNEAPOLIS

DATE

5/18/73

INVESTIGATIVE PERIOD

2/6-5/16/73

TITLE OF CASE

.RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS, aka

REPORT MADE BY

CHARAC

sks

ERUFr CANE

CIR - BURGLARY, LARCENY; ANTI~ RIOT
LAWS; IMPEDING FEDERAL OFFICERS
DURING CIVIi, DISORDER; ASSAULTING
A FEDERAL OFFICER; POSSESSION OF
UNREGISTERED FIREARMNS

REFERENCES

1

fy

, Omaha letter to Minneapolis, 3/26/73;
Bureau teletype to all SACs, 3/27/73;

New Orleans teletype to the Bureau, 3/27/73;
Phoenix teletype to Albuquerque, 3/29/73;
Seattle airtel to Bureau, 3/30/73;
‘Denver teletype to Bureau, 4/6/73;
WFO teletype to Bureau, 4/6/73;
WFO teletype to Bureau, 4/9/73;

Minneapolis airtel to Bureau, -4/10/73;

sy

Minneapolis teletype to WFO, #/10/73;
New York teletype to Bureau, 4/11/73;
WFO teletype to Bureau, 4/11/73;
.WFO teletype to Bureau, 4/13/73;
‘Alexandria teletype to Bureau, 4/14/73;
WFO teletype to Bureau, 4/14/73;

(REFERENCES CONTINUED ON COVER PAGE

B)

ACCOMPLISHMENTS CLAIMED

(X] NONE

ACQUIT-

convic, FUG.

FINES

SAVINGS

RECOVERIES

TALS

CASE HAS BEEN:

PENDING OVER ONE YEAR [JYEs [¥]no
PENDING PROSECUTION
OVER SIX MON THS {Mves Hino

APPROVED

SPECIAL AGENT
IN CHARGE

" DO NOT WRITE IN SPACES BELOW

3OPIES MADE:

2 - Bureau (70-58411) '

1 - USA, Sioux Falls, South Dakota

, (Attn: USA RICHARD D, HURD) '
Minneapolis (70-~6882)

Jo-lenfd - A9

L
Dissemination Record of Attached Report Notations
\gency Searchedw
Sorizli z@% '

lequest Recd. T Aexed -
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"V’

REFERENCES CONTINUED FROM COVER PAGE A

Minneapolis teletype to Bureau, 4/16/73; - :
Minneapolis teletype to Cleveland, 4/16/73; .
Minneapolis teletype to Bureau, 4/16/73; :
Buffalo teletype to Buvreau, 4/17/73;
Cleveland teletype to Bureau, 4/18/73;
Phoenix teletype to Bureau, 4/18/73;

- Phoenix airtel to Bureau, 4/18/73;
Buffalo nitel to Bureau, 4/18/73;
Minneapolis airtel to Bureau, 4/20/73;
Bureau teletype to Minneapolis, 4/20/73;
Cleveland teletype to Bureau, 4/21/73; Ty
Oklahoma City teletype to Bureau, 4/20/73; : .
Ok%Lahoma City teletype to Bureau, 4/21/73;
Oklahoma teletype to Bureau, 4/22/73;
WFO teletype to Bureau, 4/23/73;. .
Oklahoma City teletype to Bureau, 4/24/73;
Baltimore teletype to Bureau, 4/24/73;
Oklahoma City teletype to Bureau, 4/25/73;
Minneapolis teletype to Bureau, 4/25/73;
Denver teletype to Bureau, 4/25/73;
Charlotte teletype to Bureau 4/25/73;
Los Angeles teletype to Bureau, 4/26/73;
Oklahoma City nitel to Bureau, 4/26/73;

. Minpeapolis airtel to Seattle, 4/26/73;
Richmond teletype to Bureau, 4/26/73;
Baltimore téletype to Bureau, 4/26/73;
Cincinnati teletype to Cleveland, 4/26/73;
Minneapolis teletype to Bureau, 4/26/73;
Richmond teletype to Bureau, 4/26/73;
Minneapolis teletype to Bureau, 4/27/73;
Los Angeles teletype to Bureau, 4/27/33;
Cleveland letter to Bureau, 4/27/73;
Richmond teletype to Buvreau, 4/27/73;
Cleveland airtel to Bureau, 4/27/73;
Phoenix airtel to Bureau, 4/30/73: .
Los Angeles report of SA |4/30/73; b6
Kansas City lettex to Bureau, 4/30/73; b7cC
‘Boston teletype to Bureau, 5/2/73; S
Phoenix teletype to Bureau, 5/2/73;
"WFO airtel to Buxeau, 5/2/73;

REFERENCES CONTINUED ON COVER PAGE C

: "COVER PAGE




MP 70-6882 o
REFERENCES CONTINUED FROM COVER PAGE B

0M1nneapolls nitel to Bureau, 5/3/73;
Minneapolis teletype to Bureau, 5/3/73;
Los Angeles letter to Bureau, 5/3/73~

_ Omaha letter to Burxeau, 5/8/73;
Charlotte teletype to Bureau, 5/9/73.

~P-'
" ADMINISTRATIVE | .

Leads concerning this case are not being set
forth in this report, however, they will be set forth in
the immediate future by separate communication,

INFORMANTS R , .

. ‘N‘ext page - N 7 " .‘ ' i,:
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MP 70-6882.

By, i ion dated March 27, 1973, New Orl=ias
v 1at who obtained the information frou

who 1s presently in Vounded Knee, South Dakotz,

provided the following information:

DENNIS BANXS and RUSSELL MBANS, National ieadcy:.
of the American Indian Movement (AIM), have departed Pinc
Ridge Reserxrvation, and MEANS was observed limping and witli o
black eye. They were en route to Rosebud Rescrvation b,
horseback and then to Cuba. CROW DOG and CHRIS, other 4L
leaders will also be leaving. Indinn male,
vha venides neay Wounded Mage and vwha Bas Beon awbpafiig
for ammunition to be brought to Wounded Knee, is en route o
Rapid City, South Dakota, as of 11:50 p.m. It iz believed
that MEANS and BANKS may have left with the missing $6,000
from the Wounded Knee Post Office,

1

The ir the FBI Agent was in close
association wit Activist for the People's

Coalition for Peace and Justice (PCPJ) from Buifalo, INew

York, inside § ee. He was carrying the Red Book of
Mao Tse Tung. presently is staying in Roon 243 i
doward Johnson's Motel, Rapid City.

There are presentiy no more than 100 pcownle lelt
inside Wounded Knee. 1t is rumored that an airplane dopa: i

Denver, Colorado, this evening with firearmg—Lfor Youncod 7 iz,
With the departure of MIANS from Pi ide wiil o
taking over the leadership of AL, 18 prescncly

staying at the Avanti Motel in Rapid City and he hos indiontog

that if the judge does not "pull out the Indian blockade™, ..
will "go through .it with an armed group'.

By communication_daied_Anzél 9, 1973, Vashingtow
Field Office advised that dvised that o e

called the D,C, Wounded Xnee Derlfcnse Committes holsd o o '
at St. Stephen and the Incarnation Church at L8th ond Lo
Streets, Northwest, Washington, D,C. The meeting wag ati .
by about 100 persons, of which approzimately ten were indn iy,
agproximately ten blacks, and the remainder white., The . 2uiias
started at 2:30 p.m. and lasted until about 4:45 p,n.

L]
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.

b6
The organizers of the meeting were a b7C

who claims affiliation with the National Office of LA, a. + 1.

of the Valley Green Defense Commitice R o) T

1The VGDU 1s a local civic organi/ation primarily concernid
with the welfare of residents in the Valley Green[fff:iij ml

Uachingon D,C., The chairman 01 -the meeting was
former activist in the Black Panther Party in

yryas cee

wasningceon, D,C,, and the main gLvakers were RUSSELL LIBLIT
and in individual who was identified as an Yndian spivitu .
leader, and an unidentified female who was described as & -
secretary of AIM,

RUSSELL MEANS was the main speaker andg snoke in
general of the seige of Wounded HKnee. HMEANS recportodly
stated AIM was not honoring the agreement signed on An rx; G
1973, by the dissident Indians and the United Stat>
because the Government has since interpreted som2 o 1
in the treaty differently from the Indians. ICANS algco
very critical of the press, clgimlnw they did not give th
people an accurate account of the happenings at Woundod
inee, MEANS also claimed that a United States Marsknl, »n-
an Indian, shot the FBI Agent at Wounded Knee and that th-
United States Marshal who was shot wag done 80 by 2 Aoy -
Inddan. MBEANS stated he planw Lo return to Wounded Xnoeo - o
April 10, 1973.

i
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The above source advisad that a collection woo . o,
supposedly to help supply food and medical supnlizg for th.7:
at Wounded Knee. The meeting ended without incident,

' By communication datedqfpril 131 1973, Few Vorl
advised that on April 11, 1973, |[determined that b6
RUSSELL MEANS arrived in New Yo;h City from Washiagtou, .o, b7C
at approximately 10:00 a. X i 73. MEATS wan, b7D
10 the office of Attorne where a pooos
conference was held. The source stated that MIANE g‘hnacﬁ
to stay overnight in New York City with an unknown foms. o
i1 unznown address, however, lie became extremnely norvol.d
cihanged plans some time during the evening of the above c
wmG returned to Washington, D.C., by an unknown mode of ti - ..
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MNP 70~-68832

By communlcatlon dated Sori} 34 3973 Washineion
ised that Mr

rd o0

Statler Hilton Hotel, advised that Luci -
IEANS and his entourage departed the Statler iHiilton Hotel,
16th and Case Streets North, Weshington, D.C, at approzir .-
1:00 p m on the above date, leaving no forxrwarding addres.. Ow
destination. :

By communication dated Apri 73, Cievelan.!
Ohio, advised that on the above date attendged Civys
Club leeting and advised that IIEANS spoke for one-~nali ho
concerning Wounded Knee, stating that AIM had benn invite: oo
Wounded Knee by occupants,and 4L#IM was in Wounded Enec €o
protest the fact that the Unitced States Goverament had br "
past treaties with the Indians., MEANS stated that citho uioo
United States Government wouid negotiate or there would ©
another massacre at Wounded Knce. If the Goverament did o %
learn now, it would be very sorry.

y

By communication dated April lé, 1973, Paoonix,

r&riznna__aﬁylsed that on the apove date at 5:50 Do Jio
received ;rielanhnna_call_ai_bas resgidene?,
nesnin, Arxizona, fro callinzy fron
.« City, South Dakota, who advised that he imtends to o
v J.ochnix on April 19, 1973, to join above source aad LU
oy Tour unidentified Indians from Phoenix to procesd by
‘car to San F&?fffffﬁ]"bay area' to purchase Ifivenris Tow

‘MOunded Knee, requested tnat the above sougpges apir: . o
-for rental of a U-Haul type truck to be driven bytf::::jfu;

3

.others from Phoenix to the bay area. for arms pick-us aac
then %o Rapid City, South Dakota, for delivery,

g A

-
%

On April 18, 1973, at 7:05 p m the ¥Yhormyinr oo
weceived a telephone call from RO PETITE, reogortadgly cull

{rom Rapid City, who confirmed 1nforma61on by| sad v L

“he arms to be delivered to the CRCV DCG ranci nndy asic ...y
telephone number] ' .

L
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The source also stated‘that RUSSELL HEANS ang € ™.

‘BELLICCURT vacated the Wounded ¥nee demonstration, legwin-~ ¢-¢

leadership in the hands of DEN{IS BANKS, PETITE, and

. A telephone call to Special Agent
ﬁ?{idge, South Dakota, op—ithe ahouse data iondicaind t

may be identical with nd P,
are looking to the
but disclosed that
arms purchase,
to confirm the arriva

Phocnix source ror runds ior ann: ..
will be carrying some, money for o,
is to telephone the above Phoonis
in Phoenix on April 19, 1073,

t
i}
~
v
-~
\

By communication dated April 21. 1973, Cleveland,
Ohio, advised that on the above date adviged T
RUSSELL MEANS addressed a mixed group Of 80 0 100 indivie r =
at Casc Western Reserve Univeregity, Cleveland, Ohio, oa ti
evening of April 20, 1973. IBAKS was participating in o
lecture series, and he discussed the background  Leadiry
0 VWounded Knee because of the number of Indian trentiog &, &
had been broken by the United States Goverament., [TIANS ¢
cussed the present situation at Wounded Knee and statod 1
LXM was being assisted at Woundzd Knpe by membors of Tho
Viet lam Veterans Against the War (VVAW). LEAIS discooo:-
an underground system which AIM has set up with the o'd oy
VVAW wherein 6 to 16 men teams were going out <f Vouucd:4d .
to gather food and supplies and were Teturning succazniv’
within a matter of hours, MEAND also related that thw °
at Wounded Knee was assisting AilM in monitoring policc wig . :

»

MEANS advised the audience that he was told our -,
one~half hours before his speech to make the following
aunouncement: ‘

AIM had shifted its course of action zZnd wor ac -
going ©o repossess the western half of South Dakota with o
South Dakota as a target city. o time frame was menvlow
I'H8NS asked for volunteer freedom fighters from all ovoer - -
country and the western hemisphere to rally behind AILL and
comz to Custer, South Dakota, to assist AIN in it figh

- s
.

v
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. A collection raised amproximately $200
butions for the Wounded Knee Legal Defense Fund,

By communicatio
Pield Office advised that
that on Sunday, April 22, 1973,

DENNIS BANKS,

Oklahoma, in order to be present

elecuzons which are scheduled fox
The above gource adviged that VEANS hap montioncd
approximately five Indians from those present in ?:wnu L

n dgated Apyril 23, 1673, Jas~in'c
advised on Anyil Z3,
RUSSELL MEANS, VERIION 2o
and CARTER CANP repor tedly &"“1VLG in ? avie o
for the Pawnece Tri

the week of Apri 1 29, X

belk

Wounded Knee as reinforcements forxr the present pocition

.

held by the Indians at Wounded Haee,

By
City advised
Postal Employ
advised that

comm;
that

oo
t

.

O]
ot
e

*

3o

ee,

- Jule I
A‘d
[ R ]
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.
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¥

~y
)

as ol Bpyril 24 viE, RUoSBELL 188460

residence of

gradnq to

atndend O

o
y v
e

University, S
above address

JIEANS indicat

April 28, 197

The

e
0’3

geche
si

5
insistent

By

City, Oklahoma, advised that
?970, that the AIM Convention scheduled for

will bo postponed until mid May, 1973, since bbGST E
Leader, and CLYDE BELLECOURT, 5T
would bﬁ unabic to attend on the originn
LHDETL LMAVS also requested that all AXIl monbers in

3

Iﬂtuonul AT
Coox dinator

tillwater, Oklahonx,

YR M OO

Bl 3d U7 5 o
3
s
P
e
4
v

:
0

where the above source lives.
ed that he would be in Wounded Dnee Ly Tntiy
3, or Sunday, Aprii 29, 1973,

Wﬂ&lﬁ i&&?f,

) L A S J- PR
at thelatoecsse,

ik

above source also advised that muANS [ sbets
1973, Tox whi«.

upon receiving $600 to $1,500 por @Wéuch

in California beginning on May 6,

273

communication daoted Anvid

b
ad

DLiahomq, area be contacted in orger

Jor weinforcements on Eastew

vequested that the news nedia be told
to be held as scheduled on ay 27,
inforntion was false since ,wxybals

- H -
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1973,
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throughout the United States bo contacied so that adgitin v
reiniorcements coulll be sent to Wounded Knee. The apows . oo
could not exactly describe how the reinforcements wouid

onter Vounded Knee, but belicved the militant CeCupinTs v
Vounded Inee would commence fizing on law enforcomzat nol o I
as a diversionary measure allowing the reinforcoments to
enter,

;,, .-

By communigafic LETS, Lo S
Califernia, advised that advised o T
date that RUSSELL MEANS, National Leader OF AL, agdvoos:
crowd of between 200 to 250 ethnically mixed students o
Steps Free Speech Area on the caapus of the Univoroitr
California at Los Angeles (UCLA4A). MEANS? speaoch ey Too- L]
2nd contained no inflammatory wemarks. MEANS statod <h.o -
vas aware of a possibile bond rcvecation hearing tosorwey &
did not indicate his plans of citendance., NEATS ST,

el

few of us came from Wounded Ineo facing 85 years in I O >
Penitentiary. Tomorrow they are revoking my boang of I0, “rem

tomorrow at 9:00 a.m., so I go to prison. So what, aucil
indian, who cares!™

On the above date, advirndg b

QUBLELL MEANS scheduled a press conference for AT T 0
Lios Angeles, California, at the iIndian Centexr, G600 Socutiu .
Uampshire, Los Angeles,

On the above date, | | (BROBY adviss:
chatv RUSSELL MEANS plans to hOLd a press confercn ot v,
indian Center, 600 South New Hampshive, at 11:00 .,
A7, 1973, in an attempt to makce himself out a martyn, of

arrcested utilizing press coverage ©Of personal engrandino. .

[

4
o

By communieation datcd Ancil 26, 1975, Balviro,
advised that advised on April 26, 1673, ulos
VROS of the Amevican indian iovomont (AIX) did nobL ¢ s

the University of Maryland, Coliage Park, Maryland, ca '@

B0 P
©
-,

date as previously scheduled, Instead of NEANS, JEay T

COVER PAGE
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en AINl member from Minneapolis, Minnesota, spnoke at Tk

© University of Maryland, Studegnt Union Building, from L:(.

>

to 2:30 p.m., on the above date, Approximately 300 ind’ i~

s

*

duals attended ROY‘*s speech, sponsored by the Universiv
Ninnesota Student Government Association, Speaker Seri~ i,

ROY discussed the wplight, the situation at W © v
% 9

Kace, South Dakota, and urged non-Iindians to stand with

Knee,
By communicatiq "y il 27, ROY3, Loo [
California, advised that advised That !}

attended a news conferanct nLLd by MEANS just prior To o
arvest at the AIM Headquartoers in Los Angeles and indic
tihat | had effex>d Ga agsisi WAID in wort.
aeaesy, Aaoerding Lo Phe uboye goureu, upen SLlgaud Wy .

MEANS ran from the AIN Office into a vehicle occupied i

~

By communication dated May 2, 1973, Okiahorn 7
Cixlahoma, advised that on the above date a coafidencit’
advisaed thad oax the above date, staldr
sh2 is depaxTing STILIwater, w.akahoma, on kay 3, 1973, -/
airlines to yisit RUSSILYL 148, LEANS telenhonically
contacted |during the a,m,. hours from jail at DL,
Fallg, South Dakota, and it is presumed that she will T

o, = e

traveling to Sioux Fails, ©She plans to return to STill, 7

Okiahowma, by May 6, 1973,

' advised FBI Agents on day 1, 1973, thaco
Jing LEANS recent visit with kzr, her associatvion with .-
strictly D2 jal and she is not involved in AIN in ooy,
nanney, considexrs IEALNS to be confused aald su? o

V‘-

vhat she can help hinm,

- W -
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£1)-204 (buev, 3-3-59) . ‘ '

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

)

Copy to: 1 - USA, Sioux Falls, South Dakota

(Attention' USA, RICHARD D. HURD)
Report of: . Office:  Minneapolis,
Date: May 18, 1973 Minnesota
Fiold Office File #:  70~6882 | Bueau File #:  70=~584L1
Tiles RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS

CRIME ON INDIAN RESERVATION - BURGLARY, LARCENY; ANTI-
RIOT LAWS; IMPEDING FEDERAL OFFICERS DURING CIVIL
* DISORDER; ASSAULTING A TFTEDERAL OFFICER; POSSESSION
Character: OF UNREGISTERED FIREARMS.

On 2/27/73 armed members of AIM forcibly entered Wounded
Synopsis: Knee, South Dakota, taking hostages and looting establish-
ments of the town, at which time RUSSELL MEANS, FBI Number
877 277 C, Indian male, dob.11/10/39, identified as
principal "leader. On 3/8/73, SA FBI, fired
upon by -above Indian while on duty at Government Roadblock 3.
On 3/20/73 FGJ, Sioux Falls, South Dakota, indicted MEANS
charging violatlon of Title 18 Section 1153 and 5.D.C.L.
22~32~9; 1153 and 661, 231 (a)(3), 111 and 1114; 371 and
26; 5861(d) and 5871; U S.C. arrest warrant W.,D.S.D,
3/28/7o and bond recommended at $50,000 surety. On 4/5/73
MEANS surrendered to USM, Rapid Clty South Dakota, and
released on $25,000 surety bond., On 4/16/73 MEANS entered
not guilty plea USDC Pierre, South Dakota. On 4/27/73
U.S. Judge, USDC, Deadwood South Dakota, revoked MEAIS'
bond and 1ssued Bench Warrant On 4/27/73 MEANS arrested
by FBI Agents, Los Angeles, California, On 5/1/73 MELLIS
returned to Mlnnehaha County Jail, Sioux Falls, South Dakota.
On 5/2/73 FG§, Phoenix, Arizona, indicted MEANS violation
Title 18, Sectlon 371, U.S.C, Bench Warrant for MEAMD
issued above date USDC Phoenix, Arizona, by U.S, Judge,
recommending bond set at $25, 000 cash surety. MEANS
identified by numerous thnesses leading takeover of
Wounded Knee, lootlng of Wounded Knee establlshmenxc,
taking of hostaoes in Vounded Knee, and carrying fireaxrms,
On 2/27/73, SA CURTIS A, TITZGERALD FBI, wounded by gunfire
rLer_Indlans who took over Wounded Knee. On 3/26/73 USH
seriously wounded at Marshal Roadblock "Apple'
by above Indians. On 4/10/73 FGJ, Sioux Falls, indicted
. MEANS for AFO, two counts re FITZGERALD and[:::;:] Title 18,
Section 111 and 1i14, U.S.C, Investigation comtinuing

- P =
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I. PREDICATION
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DETAILS: PREDICATION

Investigation concerning this matter was instituted
as a result of violent activities of the American Indian

Movement (AIM) in South Dakota, of which RUSSELL MEANS

has been identified as a leader, and the armed takeover of
Wounded Knee, South Dakota, by the above group on March 27,

1973. = . ,

LN
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PERSONAL INTERVIEWS CONCERNING ACTIVITIES

O RUSOLLL [MEANS ‘ K

(8) Activities prior to February
27, 1973, -

(8) Activities Beginning February
27, 1973,
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Date of transcriplon

T e  9/15/73

3
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ST‘GC.LD..I Asent and Acents b7C
South Dakota DLVioion oF Criminal Investipotion, . ‘ '
todk 307 photogrophs of the coufrontatlon i nvolviteg
fm coxinately 200 members of the Amoricon 1nd.:.an Uow.rnr
F (Af’ 1y at Cusker, South Dalota, on Februnwzy 6 and 7, .“/u
| , e photogravhs were taken bobtwoen the hours of 9 A, ond
G p e on Februawry 6, 1973, and duming the moiming houxs of
e u,.nm.y 7, 1973, The vn:%:a;) point Lox the I)IS.L)LL?"”“U»JJ.A.J ,
dapicting fne arviva o). of the Indiong in Custer cmd ci the
actuel fighting in the codrthouse and in front of the
o

<

b
c.c't'-n:’ncu.so was tha wiohe front window on the seccond Ifiooxw
K o
-o:. the Custex County Couxt Iiouk,e., The vantage po.r.m,n foxr
-
ha thoL,OM“ pha 1a3‘y'31.""""* the bhuming of the Chowbor oF

#

Corueree - bul de.nfr ondd of the damare o other Lulldings

i eansaed by the rioting wore in the vlc}_'s“..,y of the ceurthousc.
The photos dQ;_).LCLZ.).(, the donage caused by the eiloting wowe

gnlovn ab garoximately 10 a.m. Februavy 7, 1“7.5, by A.r' et

-r

e Spﬁc.aal Aﬁ@ll\:l used a Top Con 35 miliimoten
roflex canera 'Llu.l.l'l" a small telephobo lemse. Thy Q_L.'MLI
" " .C.‘.'.m takon by both _Sveelial Acent |and Ageat
was turped over to South Dakota Division
0"%75'? mwal InvestIigocion, Lot deve mp:‘xg on’ l«eomary 7
S .

. Of the 107 4 tzken, 27 photos have Bomn
asolostad as those dep: the r‘vcaz'c.s oL t.).(.-\. confrentaklon
in the most detalled These 27 p ,‘.o“ s follicw in

s RN p G- & ¥ - - ey maee} g
caquantial onder., The fimzit photo was mcﬁ '.u, anprominmately
. o

1545 porte, Februaxy 6, 1973,  Thotos L through 6

the axrival of the Indians at the Custevw C""z\:y Couirts '
iouse. -Photo nuntexr 7 depicts RUSSELL HTUANS xro:,'f'*w.v.ng

fovnrds the courthcuse monents befome o £izat bxeke ovt in

the courthouse hall. Tals took.place at annvod m,w."f_ g

2310 pem, Thotos 8 and ¢ depict Thdieng fewning for the 70 ~—-6W3'
sccond time on the cm::ahouu SLEDS d,n‘:w%__ai.aly afion “, NI T
HEANS motioned them the wa in oxder to stosm thicush the Cre
fromt doox of the courthouse. Photo: number 1O dc,u Lo

L s

the scene in the courthouse hall just after the .s.n.?_’s}.c L

i

W m s e

nterviowod on_ 2/6_amd _7/73_a__Custer, South Dakots Fite #_JMP_176-87

by

SA s5ks _ Dol diclotod 2/9/73

-

This documont conloins nelthar -racommendations ner conclusions of tha E@l, 1t is the proparly of the FBI end 1s loanad la your agonecy;
Mu_tau.nMLManl den hha dletellinilad acletila vmite nanmwenw o L
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ficht in the hall. Thotoa 11 through 14 depict the £ight
between Indlans and meabers of the Scuth Dakota Highwmy
Patvol. This took place at approximately 2:25 p.m. Fhotos
15 and 16 deplct the scome on the courthousce steps moments
after the fight between the patwvolmsn and the Indians at
approximately 2530 p.m, Photo 17 dapicts the Chamber of
Conmarce building burning at approximately 2550 p.m.  The
roemaining pheotos were taken the worvning of Februavy 7, :
1973. . Fhotos 18 through 20 depict the courthouse that
next morning. Photo 21 deplcts a can of charcoal: Lightex.
L£luld the contents of wilch wore used to fuel the fire

in the couxrthouse. Photo 22 depicts the burmed Chamber

~of Commerce buildlag.. Thotos 23 thvough 25 depilcet the

Texoco Station which was pavtially damaged. DThotos 26
and 27 depict the Cuoter County Sherilff vebicles, which

vere severely d. TFhotos 1 through 9 were taken by .
ngnwn? Avent and photos 10 through 27 were takon
Y '

v . ) »
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’ : Special Agont, Divia;onﬁof.
Criminal Investigatiomn, Pierre, South Dakota, upon interview
advised the following information: . :

I |stated that he, ERNTE PEPIN, Sheriff
of Custer County, and Deputy Sheriff were at
the front door of the Custer County Court louse, Custeér;
cota, mamming the front door of the Court House.
continued that he was assisting in unlocking
the door and letting in four people who were spokesmen
for the Indiap _eronn which had gathered in front of the
Court louse. . continued that this group wemnt
into the front ofiice wherée the States Attorney fox Guster
Conatryw had cat up a conference room to discuss the :
Latabhine swhich occurred in Buffale Gap,
South Dzkota. | stated that a few minutes latex.
an individual came out of the meeting room, and as 1 was.
unlocking the door to let him speak before the group, he’
hollered, "“Everybody in.'" At this point the Indians who,
had gathered on the front steps of the Court House then
forced themselves ghroueh the front dooxr, and all of a
sudden someone hit at the point that he was
unlocking the door. lenid that at thig pedint
everything broke loose. advised that he was
hit along the side of the head with a fist, the doox was L
b thrown open, apd the man wha etrnek him.  along with RUSSELL ﬁ‘¥g,§
. MEANS, took to stated that he . 07 0
hung on to the unidentiried Indran ead that this unidentified .
individual and RUSSELL MEANS forced him down onto the ¥loor. ..
| |continued that the unidentified Indian male had. -
AT stick and began pounding on him about his body. '
stated that he got up and got ahold of him,-
the unidentified Indian. and took him to  the back part of -

S e -

the hallwaw stated that at this point he - S
observed Special Agengof the Alcohol, Tobacco - . "' wd,
7 s Unit, and hollered to to give him a hand,/Z-gFF2= |
said he had just put the handcuffs on FSEARGHED —.INDEXED s
unidentirzicd Indian who struck him. ' SERIALIZED.. FILED.. i

MAY, 41973 -}
ft‘sjn—-—mnmmﬁg?qgg |

| s
!, . I . .-“ - : ;
B ' FHE, g
terviewed on. February 6, 1973 Custer, South Dakota .. 157-1509 .~
MP 176~87 -
| AR \ CITY N el : P11 a ' o
., SA DONALD G. WILEY/DGW:kh b gees___Yebruary 9, 1973
This document contans neithee recommendohions nor conclusions of the FBE I 1s the praperty of the FBl and js loaned 1o your agency:”
“#t and s contents ore nol lo Lo distaibuted outside your | q
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. continued that in searching this .
individual he recovered a Bucke make of knife, which had
. the name inscribed on the metal portion of the
knife. stated that he is keeping this knife
in evidence. _ .

Indian that he was under arrest fo; Assault_to do Great
Bodily tiarm to a Law tniorcenent Officer.

continued that after handcuffing and searclImg Tnrs Tmaividual;

he turned the man over to one of the Custer County Sheriff's:

Office deputics and told the deputy to charge him om that |

charge. . 3

advised that during the scuffle he.
had lost TIs service revolver and that later on he learned
this revolver had been recovered by JOHN ZVANS, Chief
Deputy Sheriff, Custer County Sheriff's Office, 'Custer,
South Dakota,

stated that LEONARD CROW DQG, the
Holy Man Tor the group, seemed to be able to tell the
Indian crowd what to do and not do. stated

that CRCY DOG was capable of having the crowd back off
or hit with force. continued he felt that

without any reservation that bectween RUSSELL LHEAHS, DINNIS
BARKS and LEONARD CROY DOCG, these three men were capable

of making the crowd do anything that they wanted them to . -
dO. . -

. ,
. described LECHARD CROY DOG as an
Indian male, 59, I8o pounds, braids and believes he is
from the Rosebud Indian Reservation, Rosebud, South Dakota.

stated that the crowd gave no warning
whatsoever when they came through the front door and that
fellow law cniorcement officers who came in through the back
door of the Court liouse and from uprtairs were capable of
taking the groun oi Indians who brol.e into the Court House
back out the front door. ’

A . o e T k- S e =2 - o e s e s T e Ser e A Py g et A i e w VT s

stated that he advised the unidentified .
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. Deteckive, Rapid Gity;i3éﬁ£h
Dakota, Police Department, on February L0, 1973, adyi§edAt at
at 11:09 p.m., on February 9, 1973, one of the patrol’ . - >

. B N

units reported a disturbance in the-downtown area of

: £ Rapdd,
City. Response to the call revealed several Imdignus ...~
running up and down alleys and streets on Main Street, .
Rapid City, South Dakota. | A

At about the same time a telephone report. wasg

received from the Stockman's Rar, that a group of ‘Indian
were using clubs to break up furniture and hitting, pa 1
in the bar. Prior to arrival of police, owmer of bocknan’s

e

Bar fired a werning shot using his chrome plated 9 gyt

matic, Indians then turned on owqan—thAEhaiJMﬂwua,P 13153
successful in taking cwner's gun. stated two.
patrens were injured along with barmaid who was hit in bagk

of head with a chair. o

Realtors, Rapid CLty, south Dakota, was in StGCkmaﬁgﬁwﬁﬁ%“&vwaﬁt
at time of fracas. When he attempted to call police for

an Indian picked un a captain's chair, swung it at s e ST
and when | ducked the Indian hit..the bhars

stated that the group of Indians then
went into TRe Goldenm Horn Dar nearby, -broke out all the Iightss
damaged furniture and fixtures, and destroyed all band instrw
ments of the bank playing at the Golden Horn that might.
Estimate of damage to bank instruments alone exceeds $4;000. -
The bartender was assaulted by the Irdians and was stiuck om
the head with a wrench, requiring head treatment at the hospit
stated he has three witnesses who were:in thé:
Golden lorn Bar vho positively identified RON PETTITE. as the
leader of the group who came into the Golden Horn Bar’aw
did the damage. Another "tentative identification’™ was thé
of First Name Unknown ARBUCKLE (phonetic) as ancther leégde:
A third individual is a local colored male who is martie

Indian female. o - -

stated 38 Ttdians were arrésted and g
jailed in Pemningtonm County Jail, Repid City, South Dakota. -
lle stated beth RUSSELL MEANS and DENNIS BANKS appeared at the

Police Department stating none of the Indians in the ingident-
belonged to them although RUSSELL MEAN i 6 Indians

arrested as his people after learning
was one of those arrested. O ] _
= oy A B U SR 1 W

MAY 74 1973.".
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stated that PenningtonfgbuﬁQYQSh&r‘“
Office, Rapid City, South Dakota, will fingexprint-and pk
graph those arrested. o i :

advised RON PETITE called the Police’
Departmentand etated he was home while the disturbances wete - X
going on. |advised that some of those arrested - )

v local citizens, in the bars at ﬁhg=tiﬁ¢70£‘ﬁh¢§g fi‘¢

were held
disturbances, until the arrival of the police... . = :
: stated sources have stated DENNLS BANKS <
and RUSSELL MEANS met with a local group of Indiangs early the - .
night of February 9, 1973, prior to the above disturbances. .
At the meeting many were smoking marijuana, taking pills;-.and

-

drinking wine. DANKS and MEANS stated in this meefing' -
were going to "lit Rapid City, Radoka, and, othéw cities

order to pull the Natiomal Guard.out of Custer,. South Da
and then the Indians would.hit Custer, South Dakota. .

advised he has advisedféll'lbeélgj
county, state and Federal officials of above meeting along
with the Natiomal Guard. . e T ey e
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"2 trips to South Dakota.

| cushed out of the truck al
| ) out of the trucl.

S\ ‘ .
) - : - S . ’ /179
L . L Data of transeription 2/16/7J
. 7 “ b6
. fumished the following informationiyrc
H
Na o 42 years of ace mnd resides at |
oomine. His telovbone mumebor ig
ITe Thas Deen Pilxon BiolTETs,

Inc. Gencral TTucking, for the past O years. o didves o

senl tanker truck and hauls light oll products, that is diesel
oll, gasoline, or clean oll products, Some days he drives to
Denver and comes bacl the following day. -Some da%s he nakes

v
1

: On February 6, 1973, he was scheduled to haul a

load of furnace oil For the Stoddard Lumber Comvany, which i1s
located 3 mlles cast of HLIL Clty, South Dakota. le left -
Rewcastle, Wyoming, at about 1:40 p.m. and drove to Custerw,
south Dakota. ll2 was stopped in front of the courthouse in
CGuster, wvhere there was a large proup of Indians in the
middle of the wond. le had observed this appavent disturbance
about a block befove he arvived there. and reached over and
Locked both doows. Apparently he bad falled to totally lock
the driver's door. He was traveling alone.

. After he was stopped In front of the courthouse
his door was opened by about thiee men tryivg to get into
the truck., One man grabbed him by the arm and sald, "You'we
not going anywhere." This man was pushed aside and anothonw
man ¢limbed up alongslde of him and sald, "Drive &is son of
a biteh up there,". pointing toward where a congregation of
law enforcement was. -

ldentified a photogranh of|

as the man giving him this directioi. wasg apparently
apother man came up and tiled Lo pull

recalled observing a Lawv
encorcement officer approaching wom the front with a riot et
or a shotpun aboubt this time, and he believes the oun vag Firaed
in the aiv, Oune Indizn hung onto Iils arm and the door and

sxld Wou're not going anyvhere." After a brief strugele
dislodged this man and got the door closed and Locled.

He vas able to get the truck started and drove onto the inter-

section where a plckup was parked crosswise. He kept his truck.

Inarviewed on.__.?-[.}:.s/ZB

by

t

B U II

N e —
SA and sugmo éﬁ%&xmw :

| Woming fo ¢ MP 17628727

SA_BRYAN Jo _HOGEN/BJIMamit L SERIAUZED... pase SILER ¢-—271.6 /73
L MAY 41873
) ’ = “9‘ . FBI— MINNEAPULIS
This documum contams nelther rocommendalions nor concluslons of the W I8 foaned 10 your tgancy,
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moving and the pickup got out of the way. e said that he
intention of stopping agaln until he got uut of Custoer.
advised that he is- somewhat confused as to the detaills
oF what occurred because of the confusing activity and also
being frightened. lle reviewed a group'o% photographs of -the
following individuals. » ' -

1. RUSSELL C. MEANS, Pemmington Cemty SO
#11048, taken 2/6/73

2 Pennington
Countyl [ Caken 8/25/72 -

. . 3., MILO W. GOINGS, Pemnington County
' ' SO 11041, taken: 2/6/73

. 4, | | Pennington

" County : Taken 2/6/73

5. | Permington County
[ taken 12719/67

| Penmington County'
[ taken 2/6/73

Pennington County
taken 2/6/73

-—1— 1

8. Permington Céumy[:]
Taken 3/25/73 '

9. H |Penningtoh County
[taken 276/73 - .

10, Permington County
- taken 8731771

11.1L | Pennington County
taken 2/6/73

12. | !Pennington County
| TARGH /73 v

13. CHARLES C. KILLSREA, Pemnington County
' SO # unavailable, taken 2/6/13

: Q lS
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4. | Pennington County brc
o . taken 2/7/73 :
~: 15, Pennington County
' 16. Pennington County
[taken 8/18/69
17. Pennington County
C Taken 8/7L8/69 ~ '\
“18. Permington County
: taken 6/722/72
19, Pennington County\
Taken 8/6/62 -
20. Pennington County
E [Taken 9/27/72
21, RUSSELL CHARLES MEANS, Hemmepin County
S0 #18791, taken 9/9/70 .
22, CLYDE IIOWARD BELLECOURT, born 5/8/36,
- Hermepin County SO #09102, taken 6/16/72
23, 'DENNIS JAMES BANKS, LJennepin County |
. 80 #16816, taken 9/4/71
‘ advised the photograph of DENNLS BANKS, Hennepin :
County SO FIGTLG, taken 9/4/71, was one of .the men in front of
the truck which had caused him to stop. Ile sald that BANKS vas
standing with his hands up In the air !"right under the bull( o
Ile explained that .this was directly in. front of the truck.
Ldentiticd a photogaph of CLYDE IIOWARD BELLECOURT, HNemopin
*County 80 309102, taken 6/16/72 as being in the group around
‘the truck. e could not be sure where BELLECOURT was aTd_dﬂﬁﬁL
not recall any specific activity on DELLECOURT's part.
Ldentified a.photograph of As wallking avounc
to the left side of his truck with what appcared to be a pgrenade
in his hand. Ile sald this may have been a smoke bomb and he
- recalled that thg_inggxinﬁ device 1 1as apparently on the top.
He recalled tha threw this grenade at a patrolmuan
who, scooped it up and threw Lt back toward the left recar of
hls, truck. _
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hould not recall seelng

trrailer whon Ik

T Was drivip away.

the Phillips GG S

end of Custer,
were men on th
Custer. o

AenT TIphvays L6 end 385,
e back of his truck when he

Jle advi

anyone up 01§|.|—\‘—‘3_-L1.'.'J:‘1.101C b6
sed that ong _

tation at the west
told him that theve

started to leave
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1 . Dote of tPonsceiplion

Deputy Sheriff, Custer County,
South Dakota, &@icer betng advised of the nterviewing Agents,
and that the purpose of this interview was regarding the
disturbance at Custer, South Dakota, on February 6, 1973,
between nmembers of the Awerican Indian liovement and lavw

enforcement officials, furmished the following signed statesenti:

I'eh 16, 1973 |
Custer Countv - Co
Sheriff's Office o

°

"1 deputy _sheriff, Custer

Comntyr, South Dakota, home address

do heareby make the following iree and

VOITntary statemont to Special Agents |
| and DERNIS M. O uxLmeu Who have :

identified themselves to me as agents of the rederal

Bureau of Investigation.

"I have been a sheriff's deputy for gbout
six months and have worked in law enforcement for

-about 9 years. I ccempleted 12 grades of hlgh\SCh003 o

and can rega.and write.

“On Fcbrumry 6, 1973 I vas ¢tatlonad at

the front QLeha of the Custer County Court . 'lth éV%ﬁz

atAchtD D
| m,mmm

ERUEST PRI, Sheriff of Custer County and

ivision Criminal Iavestigation of
couth Dagota. It was our job to stay at the f*ont.

\ door of the court house and let only authorized
people Ln .0 the court house. We were uﬂﬁlCLDdC&ﬁc“

’HM' VTFR-

arrival of a large number of Indians representing AIM
and we felt that by stationing three men at the “
front door we cculd regulate the number of people:
who could gain entrance to the building. It was our’
plan that once the Indians arrived only & could enter
the Court liouse at one time. We purposely left the -
front: of the court hcuoe free of wehicles, other than
mine and Sheriff PEPIN's so thai. the ALM members could

park—their-own-eorss

Interviewed on_____‘_‘Cbmry__l6_g__l_gyLQL&WQHMmt&__FHe #F_. I‘TP 37()-87 B -' ‘

¥, ]
DENNTS M. QYCATY AQITAN | and
by g BA Dato dictated._ Fehruawy 17, 1973
This document conloins neither recommondations nor conclusions of the FBI, It Is tt e properly of the FBI ond ‘is loaned lo your agoncy;

it ond its conlents are nol 1o be distribuled oulside your agency. \g
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"At about two o clock P. M. Indian caravons
arrived from the East "flying their colors." : The o

Indians stopped in front of the Court House and accompanled -

by about 75 Indians who had alreéady filtered into Custer .
formed on the Court House steps. 1 would estimate the . .-
total crowd in excess of two hundred people. Sheriff ‘

PEPIN told the Indians that 4 peonla seeid ha alldwed‘.’m"‘?“'f~

into the Court louse to talk to the State's -
Attgrney DENNTS BANKS, RUSSELL TEANS, | ' =
and vere allowed into the Court House to
AR R he four Indians went to talk with
| |ang I did not see any of the four until MEANS
came out of the front door and went back in again.
" Only a few minutes had elanpsed since the four Indians

were first admitted into the Court House. MEANS came out .. . "
of the Court llouse a second time a minute 6r s0 1atéf:fff1‘“ffi

told the crowd that he would be in the meeting with
for 45 minutes and to move back. The crowd, before

MEANS statement, was pressing at the glass front dooxs ;**“U,<

but vhen MEANS told them to move back they did. »MEANS.
. then went down into the crowd. Shortly after this, . .. .
- eight highway patrolmen were sent down to Gambles departmé
store for some reason, possible as a diversion by the . -
Indians. MEANS then went back into the Court House. &
few minutes later MEANS came out of the Court House - -
for the third time then returned and before the door -
closed yelled "everybody in.' The crowd then surged
into the building. The third time MEANS cam of &
Court House, he was accompanied: by
and MEANS led the surge into the CoUFT HoUse.s L

immediately got hit by comeone who I could not idehﬁiﬁy@7; L_

I remember getting kicked several times but I can not ...
remember who was kicking me. I suffered the following " -
‘injuries: black eye, small cut above eye, bump on head,
bruises on ribs and back. ‘ o

"The fight inside the courthouse lasted »
about five minutes. Finally the Indians were beaten

back outside the Court llouse. Jy this time MEANS was . - -,

arrested along with two others. At this time I was at

the top of the porch, in front of the Court llouse and I —f{?;i#

observed about two or three Indians beating a highway
patrolman who was straddled on top of a car parked :
out front. The the crowd dispersed and started throwing = °
smoke bombs and tear gas into the Court House, I chocked . .
to make sure that all the clerical personmel had left B

the building. Then I started throwing the tear;gas,bombS{&hf

back into the crowd. TFinally I had to leave through
the back exit since the smoke was so bad. ‘

O Y T
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items were removed rrom police vehicles by unknown subjects
during the disturbance: ‘ :

Tuo ()1 | -

Nma (1Y | .

In addition, advised that Sheriff ‘ERNIE EEPIN‘S
personal vehicle sustained damages in the amount of $1,: 217,

and a vehicle belonging to the iaw enforcement. commxssxon als&

-

176~87

"I am positive that the Indians had tear cas
bombs and were throwing them into the Court House bezore
the two Custer ubcr1f£> cars were broken into.

: "I have read this statement con81sting of this
page and four other pages and do hear by declare that Lhis
statement is comolete]y true. I have not been coerced -
and no promises or threats have been made against me to
make this statement.

° ‘ M/S/“ o 7
' Deputy - SRETiEE Custer Cow i
Witnessed -- '"/s/ FBI‘Mlnneapolls 2/16/73 ;‘wk~%
s/ St} 1() TNIS M, O CALLAGHAN F.B.l.. I:hnnea;;clis
2773 ‘, j
“/s/ SA | - FBI, Mpls, Minn, 2/16/73

also advised that the following

ustained damages in the amount of $1,200.
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Febxualy 13, 1973

Date of lrunscr!pllon

! ' .|7 South Dakota States Attorney, ig
Custer County, Custer, South Dakota, upon intexrview ¢
furnished the following inforwations: |

At about 2:00 PM on Febrmuary 6, 1973, RUSSELL
MEANS, DEHNIS BANKS, leaders of the American Indian
Movement (AIM), another Indian described only as being
shorter and smaller than MEANS and BANKS, who wag hold-
ing a mike and carrying a recording device, and a

fanrih Tndian whose identity was never revealed to
appeared in the office which[::::] had set up

“to meet with the leaders of the AIM. appeared in this

office. | |invited the four Indians to sit down

and to state theixr presence and immediately MEANS spoke

and sald they would stand and refuse to sit down. MEANS,

aovordino to irmediately started asking questions.

and didnot allow o answer any of the questions,
advised that most of the questions were along the

lines of the Indian injustices and in connection with

the BAD HEART BULL incident which occurred at Buffalo Gap,

Soutli Dekota, where a white wan stabbed BAD HEART BULL,

gstated that MEANS felt that[::::::]shomld have

"stabbing death of WESLEY CHARLES BAD IILAR’L‘ BULL on or

been arrested for murdele

advised that he had listened to MEANS
and BANKS demand that murdeyr instead of second degree

manslaughter charges be filed against] |
Custer, who, according to "is c¢havged with the

about January 22, 1973, at Buffalo Gap.

At this point, BANKS took over the questioning
stating that the injustices of “the Indians all over the
United States have been mounding and he was personally
obsessed over the bond of $5,000 which had been the bond
placed on |f0r the stabbing of BAD HEARD BULL.

*imlerviewed on

by

2/6/73 . Custer, South Dakota MP 1571509
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SA DONALD G, WILEY:DGWiebl « [somgomp . oo 2/ 9773
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,MP 176-87

advised he tried to inform BANKS that the. 3
purpose of bond was to assure the appearance oftff&i::]
in court and that the awmount of bond had been set due
to tlhie fact that a
£amilv wan, and a regident of Custer ILOXr many.years.

advised that BsNKS then demanded that the charge

be chanced to murder and that the States Attorney should
have arrested within ore-half hour [ -

advised that he refused to do this in that had

been properly charged but did promise BANKS that if
new evidence should arise,which would show the <charge

of murder, he would considex iﬁstfff:f:firrant of
arrest for murder and would have arrested.

astated that at this point BANKS began to speak

5T The white people getting off on lesser charges
whereas Indian individuals are chargegd with more serious
orime and are placed in jaile stated that BAMKS
had threatened him with his life by stating to

Hif I knew I would get the same sentence as

I would have a knife in my hand in five minutes”.

continued that the smaller Indian with
the mike im Bis hand started to ask questions and at
this point realized that it was becoming futile
in an attempt o answer any of the guestions presented
by BANKS, MEANS, and the third Indian individual.

atated that he did not see or did not
ow that MEANS had left the office in which the meeting
was occurring until a fracas commenced outside of the
office door. .- He stated that the next time he saw
MEANS was when he,[ | left the offige and left the
court house building by the back door and saw MEANS
handeuffed and under arrest behind the court house
oulldingo. ” |

atated that when the fracas occurred

‘outside of the office, DEIWIS BANKS, who now had a

three~foot or longer stick-in his hand, hegan breaaks
ing windows from inside the office building.
ptated that he left the office and the hearing with

| the South Dakota States Attorney

A

bé
b7C




MP 17687

for Fall River County, Hot Springs, South Dakota,
and went into the huditor's office which adjoined

the affice in which the meeting vas taking places

stated that he closed the door becaunse at

thige point, rocks and debris were cowning into the’
court house buillding. stated that at this
point he remembered that he had left the tape
recorder in the meeting room, so he returhed hack

‘into the room and rgtrieved his tape e jo a
camera belonging to hnd the

fileo He stated he then went out of the office and
discovered smoke was coming from inside of the
court house building at which time he left the
court house bullding by the back dool. :

stated that the meeting with the
Indian leadexs was attended by |
members of the various press from both local and
national news agencies, and & representative of

the Division of Criminal Investigation, South DaKotla
Attorney General's Office, and he believed a wepre=
sentative -of the Custex County Sheriff's Office.

advised that DENIIS RANKS, in addition
ro breaking oult the windows, began beating on the
office Ffurniture and equipment inside of the office
with the stick that he held in his hande. :

advised that he i# charging MEBANS with
assault with a deadldv weapon, ‘felonious riot, and that

he is charging |with assaulting a police
officer and felonious riot, and

with assauliting a police officer, two counts, ahd
felonious riot. [ ]said that these are the only
warrants at the present time: however, he is anticipating
issuing additional warrants in connection with jpersons
_involved in the rioting at Custexo

b6
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Date of ranscription..
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Black Hills. Po‘veif
and Light Company, Custer, soutlr Pakota, upon lntchLew :
adVLsed the iO1lOWLn" 1nL01matLon' : et

-

¥

On February 6, 1973,
| United States Jepartment or JUstice,
Community nRelations Service, 55 jasi lionrae. Roo 1440,.
Chicago, Illinois, telephone number
him about noon on February 6, 1973.

asked him cuestions conceg
In Custer, South Dakota, and about
no Indians were on the police commission. :
that the questions vere along the lines of the Tndiang
having no place to stay in Custer and that ipguizies wexe:
made as to how many lndLans were eumployed by office.

continued LhaL also aSkéd"hﬁ&‘ NS
lf he would be willing to meet with DEnnIS BANKS: or ?U‘SEEL:
MEANS to discuss Indian problems in Custer, South- Dakotd.,

Lhﬁt even Lhouﬁh he,
himself, is an Inalqn, he saw no such problems as stabed
by |in the Custer. South Dakota, area at [the. pfese
time. |that the Indians are given. tk
same trealmenc as are whices or any other race in. “ne‘Custer,
South Dakota, area, and can see no racial preblews 1n*Custar
SouLn Dakota.

advised that] has cglled hls Laﬁhel
in Rapid City, South Dakota, and Inquired ot hlS lather
concerning RON PE 1IEL.

stated that he informed 3
would not meet with BANKS or MEANS to discuss any/Ln Lﬁn
problems.in Custer, South Dakota.

FBiw M!NN&AP

nmmmo i
Imterviewed on’___EFebruary 6, 1973 Custer, South Dakota e s 157-1509
’ MP 176-87.

.
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Date of lrunurlpllon
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. Special Agent; Divigion
of Criminal Lnvestigation, bturgis, South Dakota,
updn interview, furnished the follovnng ;nformatxon-
‘7 "ﬁ’ i &
On February 6, 1973, he wag in the. CL stexr
" County -Court _Hauae, Cugter, South Dakota, ‘in the
office which States Attorney for..
Custer County, had set up ag a meeting plaée to
meet with the leaders of the American. Indian Movement '
(AIM) which had gathegred cutside of the Custexn. :

County Court Housaé. statcd that the purrose

of his presence there was to assure that no harm ;

would come to the States ALLorneya *”'.’. . . o 2
¢

advised that at about l 45 PM on
February 6, 1973, about 150 Indians composed of

men, women, and children of the Indian race had |
gathered in front of the Custer County’ Court Houue,~
Custer, South Dakota. i

P
L % N
P P . . : d

BANKS, leaders of the AIM, entered the ingide of the
Custer County Court House and went into the office |
to meet with |continued that whon MEANS

and BANKS confronted icg inmadiately .
began an argument with concerning theé stabbing |
death of WESLEY BAD HEART BULL who was stavbeéd. by
| _nf Custer. During this argument,
' according tol MEANS left the cffice and went
- 7 out into the hallway and shortly aftor he entered <

the hallwav, he heard g commotion out in the hallway 721“ QPM.

&

M

Division of Criminal Investigation,‘'call for help.
stated that as he entered the liw
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L dvised that RUSSELL MEANS and DENNIS R

and another Special Agent of % %macnw..._.._moa(sn“
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obgserved Hichway Patiolma
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scuffling situation with the Indian group whi ch:
had broken into the interior of the Custer County
Court House, [f::::]adv1sed that he observed: ,
MEANS and BANKS fighting withlaw enforcement o © o bTC
officers during the fracas. advised that S
‘a white=looking male_individual hit Patrolman
with an object whic could not recall.
continued that at about this time he was hit in the
ribs and knocked to the floor and kicked several
times about the body. '

at this point, advised that additional

z _ ~ law enforcement officers cameée into the Court House
(" from the back door and these officers were successful
” in clearing the Indians out of the Custer County Couxt
House and back on to the street in front of the Custer
County Courxt Houseo [:::::]contlnued that.at this
point the Indians went across the street and set fire
o the Chamber of Commerce Building locateda directly
across the street from the Custer County Court House.

‘'stated that he also observed that two of the
.Custer County Sheriff's Office patrol cars were
heavily damaged and an attempt had been made to ‘get
fire to them by attempting to ignite the g goline
filling spout of these automobiles. said he
observed that the Indian group had gathered over by
the burning building of the Chamber of Commerce and
that this group then went across the street toa E
Texaco station and obtained gas in a 25-gallon barrels
He stated that two young Indian males took the'barrel,-“
carried it back to the Custer County Court House, ’
and poured the gas onto the first floor of the ‘court
house building. He said that these two men then took
road=type flares and threw the flares into the gasollne,;
igniting the gasoline in the court house.

stated he also observed a young Indian

male holding a sawed~off shotgun at the Highway Patrol PRI
officers who were trying to subdue the activities of the SR
crowd . continued that the group that had gone over S

- ¥5 ¥
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to the Texaco station broke the window out of the
station and looted merchandise from the station
and then set fire to the interior. of the station.
continued that at this point another torch
- was Lhrown into the Custer County Court House and
. gtarted in another portion of the hallwaye.
continued that as the fire built in its
intensity, a group went down about a half a block
south of the Custer County Court House and started
the fire in the building housing the offices of
the Standard 0il Bulk Plant. -

advised that as he observed the
burning of the Custer Chamber of Commerce building
an Indian girl tried to walk into the fire on two
different occasions and both times was brought out
by law enforcement officers.

[ ]stated that after the f£ir@s had been
ignited, the group then secemed to get together about
a block west of the Custer County Court House, get
into their automobiles, -and then drove west and’
south out of the city of Custer. ~

gtated that many of the Indian people
who participated in the demonstration had pop bottles
with lighted wicks and were throwing them at the
Custer County Court House ana also at the flre englnes
which responded to put out the fire. S

advised that when the Indian group
broke into the front door of the Custer County~Court
House, MEANS went out the south exit of the office”
where the meeting with the Statesg Attorney was being
held, gtated that as ha .ooked into the room-
he observed DANKS tearing out tie window by swinging
a long club similar to a night stick. According to

i+ wag at this time that the South Dakota States

Attorney,| | came out of the room and it -
appcared that he had been cut ovar the eye.

- B - 29

. b7cC

T e

R e T mesir o el T e TTEET R T ™ e




vig

@ , o

advised that all television cameras
and photographic equipment which had been set up in .
the hallway were falling to the floor during thle
scuffle ofitkaIndian element and the law enfoxcenient
officers. hdvised that he specifically recalls
BANKS crawling out of a window followed by two or ‘

three Irdians and that after getting out of the window, .

they joined the group in front of the court house

who at that time were demonstrating by throwing
firebombs, rocks, and any object at windows, breaking
the windows of the county court house, '

- o
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: How many indlian progrems

_ cuaseion as to their sslaries vas also ' -, ey

asked. oL ) T R
. A "
U

How many Indiansdropouts have they had R

How many Indions finiched gad graduated - v 7y,
2, ¥

i
from Ropld Ci

waty

scheduled in the 1972-73 scheol year? R A

R

*
2

How many Indions participate in the
. AR

lunch program? _ ‘

%y

- ) . ' . . 1 3
What was the contents of Am?rlcan\history LT
classes in refereace to Indian histozy? .- it o

Do they provide any extraqmrriculat: L
activities for Indian students at Rapid- ..
City Central High School? ' DR

4
Y

" Do they provide summer employment fot." LRI
Indisas at Rapid City Central High Sehool? -

s

. How many Indian students participatefinv'f-“;;a;j

- gporting activities? i
SRR

How many Indian students are participating.:, - -
in student council and government,modieﬁtg by T
at Ropid City Central High School? .~ L7

hoOo¥ o

¥
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. Afﬁor revliewing the tape recoxrding gnd talking wiﬁh
the prlncznax and vice p“:nnlpal of Rapid Cltv Gmﬁtrql h?f i
School, it had c*neured thnt DENNIS BAMKS _hz stablished
rocinl guertones, vaich of the opinion of
e ware not prespnv prior to the addross OL DEMNIS b7C
g . BARKS. ‘ - O RN
Y g foi}nvlng q"ohatlow 1810 taLcn from Lba ta@éu
vhich crenzed racial overtencs cworv ﬁhe.utudent body and .- i}
, couged bither sords to be euchanged betwacﬁ ﬁhc,stuﬂcnts aﬁnga
. the Rgpwd Gity Contral nga Schools ‘ 3. ~

A ‘_'D”fN*“ BANKS folt thot if yeu dzah out bad
. ! treatnant, you will oxpect bad tFeationt . in
e o] weturm, o mada this statement in reference.

S 7%, to incidents that have happened | wx“hzn,the
- L ﬁ:.laﬁt ten days Ln Soth Dakota.,' S
‘ . £ DENNIS BAIKS folt that the vholé tﬁ'szterace
: ’ . . howas OgaLnut the Oglala Siocux. T i
o .* 'Rapid City Court System tries ontian aveg«\e 0&‘w~nf'

two indlens per houz on vxolaLlens cf var eus .
C.8cuz C-Oo v S

L " DENNTIS .BANES uLaLed ru"thnr that he is try;nu‘ )
.+ - s o to change the sycten of uarest and- unfamrncsc.ﬂ“‘/
Sl tow ards the trcatmunt of Irdluns.) . -

DT ) 13\

. : ‘=Bn furth e“ Gtatcd that Cust Souhh Pa .o“a, s
v N wag an attexpt to chage the QLL“tL4P of this L
s om0 o rwerld again not Indion reople., Amezlcan,lnﬁian L
t v Mavement Lo tirved of being chased and "4f it S

another Caster

Pl s cakes ‘
ig vhat it will

.7, that take.

“If the wnLtc poonle don't wont wme to bw_;‘
dovm this town, then they should be down ™

. . there at Lhﬂ police station staging their

- . '.HqueutLons, desires, end changes.

g asiked DALKS if he hated all

Lpg quasti cn
whites ox just the uiite system and BANKS' o
ansier was that he hated both. e

-t o

i
o
o
1

bere in Rapld City, Lhenlfﬁfiﬂ
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1. Dale of irdnscriplion S

: for therSouth- Da.ko*l:a b6
Department of iotor Vehicles, Plerxre, South Dahota, furniched i pIC
the following information: IR A

*

| |has been a resident of the fouth
’ Dakota,,mL____r_______pouth Dakota, area since 1o%7, and has
worked as agn | for the Department of Motor Vehicles
since 1987, | | remides at |
South Dakota, wasg bhornl —_ Jand has soclal Security
Account Humbey [ L
| |was at the Custer County Court House (CCCH),
Custer, South Dakota, on February 6, 1973, and furnished the
T following signed siatement Vegqraing the activity thqt tcook :
placa on that date: |
re . ' "Rapid City, Scuih E&kcﬁa ¥
February 204 1973 BRI

sty S
for the South Dalkota Department of llotor Vehicles e e

rmakg_ihg__ﬁgTOanv statement tol Iand R

who have identifisd themgelves to me R R

25 Spocial Agents of the Federal Bureau of e
Investigation (FBI). . S

"Op Fehruary 6, 1973, I was at the Custer IR
County Court Ho u:o (CLﬂF), Caufer South Pakota, . - .. 0T
The Department of lotor Vehicles maintains yeeords ' -
the CCCH and ag I had lLearned that a demonstrauicn
Was to be held at the CCCH on February 6. 1973, I
was there to ecnsure that recoxds of the Depaxtment
of MHotox Vehiclices (DIW) ware not destroyed. I A
arvivod at the CCCI ot about §:45 a.n., Februaxy s
6, 1973, and hetween 8:45 a.m,. and about 1 00 p'mx;KQEﬂéfjﬁEL
no demonstration took plage. . _ | SEARCHED s INDEXED
, SERIAZED ... .. tlf.”iku...,..m
"A{ approximately 1:00 p.m,, four or i e G o
five Indiang had bzen ailowed to enter the CCCHL... ¥BU-BHSNEArGS -
to confer with tho States Attor.ey. I observed] N
a_loryee gathering of Indiang in front of the CCCH, ‘G

s Y

g

e . 2/20/73 Rapid City, South Dakota 1% 1?6~87
Inferviewed on at _ File &
SA . . S
SA sks 2/20/73
by Date diclated e
This document conlains neither recommendalions nor conclusions of the FBI, 1t 15 the propurly ol the FBl and Ik loahed lo your agoncy; ‘

it ond i1s contents are nol lo boe disiribuled oulside your agancy, ¢ - «1
L2 I
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estimated %o be 150 in number. As the group in front
was beconing restless, one of the Indians from- inside
the CCCH, belicved to be the "medlicine man", CROV
DOG, went cutside to.calm the group., CROW DOG
returned inside the CCCH and the group dispersed
for five or 10 minutes,

"At this time, the group became restless
agaln and again CROW DOG returned to calm the group,
CROY DOG then said words to the effect that he was
going back in to confer with the States Attorney,
but better yet Tlet's all go int' at that time the
group came through the front doors of the CCCH.

, "During the ensuing disturbance, I
ohserved several Indians striking and being hit
as well as several law enforcement officers being
hit and striking the Indians., Most of .the South
Dakota Highvay Patrol Officers came into the CCCH
through the back door which I opened for them.

T have been shown a group of 60 photo-
graphs and ildentified the following as being involved
in the disturbance that occurred at the CCCH on

et <o v

N \",

February 6, 1973. However, I am not able to provyide O

any information regarding auny specific incidents

that these individuals may have been involved. ' These .

individuals aret!

"Hennop
photogyraph numbor

I)’_}enning-ton Coimtyv Sherif¥s
5 (OCE0) photograph numbepl rj
PCS0 photograph number .

|[eCE0 photograph number| |
2)CH0 photogyaph number 1o o

Tisted of CIERLES C. XILLS REA inted Fehviarv 6.
1973+ PCRO photograph number |
PC80 photograph numberx] [
PCSO photograph number |
HCSO photopraph number |

PC30 photograph numboer

- i l

ERTERPL R




* 3

6-87 - :
PCSO photograph numb@r____j:LQﬁ_;:‘

|:C80 photesraph num;arL__}_T;of
[3S0 photograph number oF"

¢SO0 photograph number) of .
PCE0 _photograph number | of .
BCSQ photograph pumber | !
of | YOS50 photograph number dated

February 15, 1259, of S, BLACK CROW.

"1y addition I can provide specific |
information regarding the following listed indivi-
- duzls and their activities at the CCCH on Tehruary
6, L973: YCGO numbeﬂ is a photograph of

" nsen et VAo

wEom X observed remove a fire

extinguloher rrom the wall of the CCCH and spray .
it on re and iaw cnforcemsnt cfficers inside the -
court house, ’

-

"BPCSO photograph number 11048 is 2
photograph of RUSSILL C, LEANS whom I cbsexved
inside the States Attorney's Cffice attending a
meeting just before the disturbance broke out,
MEANS appeared to ms to either be drunk or drugged.

e nhotooranh numberl |iS a

photograph of [whom I obsefvedgff
strike South Dakota State Troopex| |on the head.
T nico hoelved Troopey  |and Trooper handcuff

°

~ “PCSO photograph number 131078 of BILL . |
HMEANS whom I believe was present inside the States .
Attorney's Office CCCH just before the melee

‘broke out. I did not observe BILL MEANS during

the melee. :

"IMinneapolis, Minnesota, Police Departwent
numbey 473815 of DENNIS J. BANKS whom I observed o
inside the States Attorney's Of.ice CCCH shoxtly .
before the melee broke out, but did not obsgrve

* BANKS during the melee,

"Also during the disturbance, I obsexved
oung Indian female that had been injured by
irve near the CCCH and South Dakota State Trooper

4a -

y
£

g

N C o
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et 1 —x 1 it wn

administered mouth-to-mouth respiration

to her, I do not know her name, but could identify
hexr from a photograph, . 2

"I have rxead this statement cdonsisting
of this and four other pages and now sign it as it
is true, ’

"f/s/

"Witness: SA, FBI, Rapld City, South
Dakota, Iebyruary 20, 1973, - o

sA, FBI, Rapid City,
»Oouth Dakota, Tebruary 20, 1973,"

o i
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) FEDER}\L BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

.1'. Dale of tronscription

l“ebruaryzl 3

A

Sergeant South Dakota’Highﬁay
Patrol, was interviewed at Highway Patrol Headquarters,‘Rapid_“,
City, South Dakota, and provided the following‘inﬁdrmation&;fz‘}p

He is land has been on thé,HighwéﬁAﬁ
‘Patrol for a period of| : T T
hdvised that he was |

at the back of the courthouse proper when he had a ¢all for
help from Highway Patrol officers stationed in the front ok 3t
building at the main door. He stated he proceeded to run fowa
front of the courthouse when he was tackled by an wnidentified
Tndian male and another unidentified Indian attempted to take bt
baton away from him. IHe said that he was slammed against the w
but maintained. his footing. He was caught between two Indians, owe
pulling on his arm attempting to take the baton away from him which
was secured to his wrist by a leather thong, and the ather wag . -
pushing against him attempting to knock him over. said:
' that he was not injured by either of these individuals but was' i
such a position that he could not move from where he lhad been
against the wall. He stated his only function during the alte
was to hang on to both of these Indians. S d

cel
ik

- : At this time was provided‘with’cqpiéswqfr
photographs cf Indians who had been arrested in the Rapid f r.
area but stated he could not idemtify any of the photographss

' ontinued that he saw the IndianSvattempﬁiﬁg
to stop the tamker truck but was a block away from the truck -
itself and could not positively identify any of them. ‘

Tn conclusion, stated that the following .
individuals might be able to provide fimfammation concernine the

lent at the Custer Court House: | I
t the Custer Court House who was at a local Texaco = T4

aEiom Where Indians came for gas; a Lutheran minister from the
Lutheran Indian School who succeeded in subduing an Indian beé €

to e RUSSELL MEANS and throwing him to the floor; and
also 4 Jwho was present in the hallwa

STEhccourthouse throughout the e tire altercatiom.

mtorviewed 6o February. 20, 1923 Rapid City, South Dakota. . MP'176‘3j~

— el 197
by sal [mjf Rty — D Ginied February. 20, 19
. . e INDEXED 3 ‘ L
. ERIALZED . . rigep '
Thie document contoins neither rocommendations nor conclusions of thy FBI H %(P}f‘e\{bwp‘glnyig the FBI ang is loooed to your 'oqenﬁp

W ond s contenis are not 1o be dainhuled ouiside your vgency,

FBI—MINNEAPyLg
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2/20073 i

Dole of transcription

;! South Dakota, State Highway
Patrolman, who is assigned to the Spearfish, South Dakota, RS
area, was interviewed at the headquarters of the South Dakota
State Highway latrzol, 702 East Horth Street, and furnished '
the following statement regarding his involvement in the o
disturbance at the Custer County Court House in Custer, South |

. Dakota, on February 6, 1973 , -

- . . _ ‘ MPebruary 20, 1973 o
; Rapid City, South Dakota .

’ "I make the following | o
statemeant o who | o
A have identified themeelves Lo me as opecial Agents T

of the Federal Burcau of Investigation. - e

" "I am a South Dakota State Highway Patrolman, . -
T hawve been with the South Daketa Patrol since ST

and am presently stationed at Rapid |
City, souch Dakota, working the Spearfish area.

e . "On February 6, 1973 at approximately
1:00 to 1:15 pem., I was walting on the outskirts
of tovn at Custer, S. Dakota, when I received a
call for help from the Custer County Court House
~ to help quell a disturbance. I arrived at the -
court heuse at approximately Li30 p.m. and entered
the back deor of the court house where I observed
a lot of shouting and shoving. When I entered )
o the activities slowed down briefly and then the -
Z R Y activities began again in front of the court house
after I heard somecne yell "Get Em®., I then worked ..
iny way forward to the front of the court house all
 the time stepping over people and suddenly all I
remember is losing my stick and getting struck over

[ the head, The next thing I rcmember is leaving
e the rear door of the court house and looking back

and seeing an individual in Lront of the court
house spraying the crowd with a fire extinguisher. S
The person doing the spraying was one of the Indian- -~ v

demonstrators. I _also noticec that some of the ,
iersowed on 220073 . 2op1d City, South Dakota n, MP 176-87 |
SA i
by SA ’

MAY: % 197

[ the Ffftglummiqg;gbz?os( the FYl and is looned fo ;our ogoncv;; 2 ’ |

it and its conlenls are nol lo be disiributed outside your agency) L .
. ,‘“‘.—, RS G
- b5 l P

This document conloins nelther recommendohions nor conclusions
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demonstrators had gas canisters that they use
during the activity at the court house. D

"I was exhibited 60 photographs from
. which I identified the following five indlyiduals-
as being at Custer, S. Dakota on February 6, 1973
and being present at the Custer County Court House’
during the melee at the court house. "I dom't
remember any specific incidents involving these
individuals but I do know they were present and
involved in the fighting and yelling. There are
as follows: Pemmington County Sheriff's Office
> ’ imbex which is a photo of
PCSO photo number 11048 which is

number vwhich is a photo or|
PCSO oliioTa number hlch is a photo of

- 5 oF RUSSELL C. MEAHS‘_EQSQ_Dthﬁ'number e
shich is a photo of PCSO photo.
, |

"I have read the above statement~c¢nsisting i

of this and two additional pages and have initialed
each page and now sign it because it is true..

s/

“Witness: /s/| |sA, FBI, Rapid City,
S.D., February 2V, 1973 L

SA, TBI, Rapld Ciﬁy,
5.D., February 20, 1973,"

- e iy W 3 N
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)

Dole of lronscriplion

February 20, 1°

2

On February 20, 1973, Patrolman . bs
South Dakota Highway Patrol, was dnterviewed at - Highwiy e - ~oe b7¢
Patrol leadquarters at Rapid City, South Dakota, and provided
the following information: —_— -

. sald he id | and has been on’
the Wighway Pztrol for al having been

| | Prior to this date, he was employed as a
.police offlicer on the Sioux Falls, sSouth Dakota, Police -
Depariment. - o “ .

&

y On February 6, 1973, while on duty at the Custer,
South Dakota, Court House, his unit was called temporarily
avay {rom the courthouse on a distnrbance call at the Gambles
Clothing Store. According to he and eight other
highway patrolwen left the area oL the courthouse and proceeded
to po to the Gawbles Stowe, which call turned out to have been
& hoax as no looting was taking place. lle retwmed to tha
area of the courthouse at which time an altercation betwean

. polic cficors end Indians had dlready taken place. According
to re and the other men with him went in the back door
of the courthouse and procecded to force the remalning Tndians
out of the courthouse itself. ' '

' _ advised that he was mot personally sssaunlted
pnd that T @id niot actually witness any assaults on highway =
natral officers in that he and another officer,. Patrolmon

| were in the process of taking an Indian oul of the
courthouse to the rear.

, further stated that he thought this Indian
, to be one RUSSELL MEANS, Permington County Sheriff's Office
' ber 1L048, who might be the ipdividual that he and Officer
[ﬁfﬁffi]picgﬁd up from the courthouse and removed to the rear.

4.

Offices could not make a positive identification
of MEANS but advised that a civilian who was present during the
.

altercation told him, meaning -er_that he, nmeaving
the civilian, s"z[::f:::]and Office

pick up RUSSELL 1IRANS
and take him out of the courthouse ubo the rear.

S oo February, 20, 1 9.2«3._.___3151?.151__..‘Qﬁ: ty. South Dakobaw. . ME 17687 7 .

bl [mif o= i Febriary. 20, 1975

:O
e %7 g‘smmuzso. o FILED W}

10t ie ndaneete SEMEES 10 and b lonnnd 10 vour wasncy,

Y b e e seteliretone ol the
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b6
further adviged that he wished to make known p7e
that he and several other Highway Patrol Officers were

witnesses to the following incident. :

A gasoline tank truck, he thought to be Dizon

Brothers, blue and white-in color, was stopped by a group
“of Indlans who attempted to assault tff:ffffer, take over
the vehicle and open the gas tanks. further stated
that he noticed other Indians milling around the trucgl but
they were dispersed by a Highway Patrol 0fficer nawed
who fired a tear gas projectile in their direction. TE said
he could identify the individual who attempted to assault the
driver as one DENNIS J. BANKS, Mimnea?oliﬁ Minnesota,

Police Department number 47315, and stated he was
positive of the identification of BARKS In that he had noticed

BANKS wallking up and down pripe to the ineident conspilcuous
clothing. | |stated that could positively
identify the Individual in the truck,

1

In conclusion, stated he could not identify
any of the individuals in the photographs in that he was not
cat the courthouse proper during the confrontation.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION o

Daolo of lrenscriplion

3 A - ‘ : 2/20/73

o South Dakota Highway Patroiman,
furnished The xollowing stacement regarding his involvemznt
1n the disturbance at Custer, South PDakota, on February 6,
1073 ~

.."February 20, 1973

: "I, make the following
volvntary ebaTomant O DANNLs M. OTCALLAGHAN and
who have identified thomselves
TOo m@ as opecial Agents of the Federal Buroau of
Investigation, X am a South Dakota State Highway
 Patrolman, stationed at Rapid City, South Dakota,
~ - since Octobar, L1971, .

"On February 6, X973, I was about five
miles west of Custew, Sowbh Dokota, on Highway %6
with Trooper At approximately 1:30
p.m, we ware directed by radio to proceed to the
Custer County Court Houvss., We were the second
unit to arvive on the scews, and we parked in

v hack of the couvrt house, went ‘inside, and upstaivs.

A crowd had gathered, but at this point had not
attoempted to enter the building. Ssveral ninutes
tater, I looked out bhack ang obmerved several

‘norxe Highway Patrol vehicles, so we went down
stairs whare the Captain followsd us up and we
re~gntered the Lobby of the court house. AS
we enteved, L heaxrd giass breaklng, aud observed

. the Indians begin to assault the highway satrol-

- man on the froat iine, With alil of the conilusion,
X am unabie to identify any of the Indlans involved
in the Lighting in the court house.

- 3

<

Ve

"After the court house was elgawved, I
observed DERNIS BANKS stop a gasoline tankar
truck in the intersection just soulthwest of the

" gouxt house, He got up on the r»unaing bhoard of

- the truck and appeared to bs talking to the driver.
The driver started to get out o¥ the truck, and

b6
b7C

Inlerviewed on ot

Rapid City} South Dakota,

Filo #

2/20/73

P Lizo-87) -

SA
SA DENNIS M, OFTCALLAGIAN:sks

"7Q7"é%##igl"z421/73

' /smucumm_cuawmjsxéem
SERIALIZED
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i
Troonex fived & tear gas round under the
truck, which dispursed several Indians. Some
of them remained around the truck, so several
shots were fired in the air by troopers, which
dispursed the wrest of the Indians, .

SRR "Although I did not see any of them
gtyrike anv blows, I did observe RUSSELL MEAKS,

| i the area of
The court house during the altercacion.

Y have read the above statement
consisting of this and one additional page and
signed it because 1t is true and correct.

"/ February
20, 1973

<

mystnessed: DENNIS M. O'CALLAGHAN, Special Agent,
- R . ¥BI, Minneapolis, February 20, X973,

"itnesseds FBI, Minneapolis,
: | Minncsota, rebraary 20, L973."

. -

‘b6

b7C
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i Dale of lronscriplion Eebr uary - 21 ! L
o South Dakota State Highway :s

Patrolman,. Lieutenant, District 5,0 Rapid Cipse—Saouth Dakota, ©

furnished the following signed statement to ,
and DENNIS M. O'CALLAGHAN who sdentified themselves as Special

- Agents of the Federal Bureau of Imvestigation concerning his
savolvement in the disturbances at Custer, South Dakota, on
February 6, 1973. .

S ' M2/20/73

. | o | Liake the following:
voluntary statement £l land -
DENNIS M. O'CALLAGHAN, Agents of the IBl.

7 am a South Dakota State.lighway '
Patrolman serving in-that capacity fou |
‘ .‘ "On February 6, L973 I was to the Custer
' S. D. area as a support unit for the local.law
enforcement officers because of rumors of impending
trouble with AIM. I was accompanied byl |
‘Trooper, and we arrived in Custer about 1:30 am
on February 6, 1973. 1 stayed at U. S. 385
_ South of Custer until dpproximately 1:30 pm on
' February 6, 1973 when we were called by radio to.
the Custer County Court House., . '

"

-~

: "Upon arriving at the Court House I
-proceeded to enter the rear entrance of the Court
House. At that time there was a group of Indians
entering from the front. 1 procecded to the

lobby area and attempted to move the people

back outdof the court hguse. Several fights broke
out. Indians were wvielding chairs, pipes sticks:

and other items. One Indian was usi%gpa chain. )Z7-—Aﬁﬁf?—

) OtARCHED oo INDEXED ..
"I _obhserved Serpeant being jSERIAUZD. ... FILED....
assaulted byl whom L latex el 1973
identified at the arrvaignment the next day afl " FBi—MINNEAPULIS
- ]
i

mwﬂwgonFebruggy 20, 1973 Bapid City, South Dakotag, ¢ MP 176-87 -

DENNIS M. O'CALLAGHAN' and . ‘
by I _ [mi £ Dot dond_February 20, 1973

-6 - T N
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‘ ' . f : !
Custer County Sheriffs Office. ' A\

| "I also observed RUSSELL MEANS
snvolved in the fighting inside the Court House.

. At about the time the confrontation had been
. in progress for several minutes some gas and mace was diperse
the crowd was forced back out of the court house and into
the Street.

“T then left through the rear exit and )
returned to my car. At that time a picked up my riot
gun which was loaded number 9- shot and went to the

West side of the court House where I observed the
firetrucks moving in an attempt to put’ out the fire
sn the court House. I saw several unknown individuals
throw gas bombs at the firetrucks which did not
explode. I also saw numerous unknown individuals
P filling gas containers at the Texaco Gas Station at
the Southwest corner of the intersection.

: "] then saw & fuel tanker semi-trailer

truck stopped in the intersection southwest of the
court House. Several unknown individuals were climbing
on the tanker and were trying to remove the driver.

At that point ome of our officers fired at 37 mm gas
projectile which exploded directly under the truck and’
several of the individuals were dispersed. There

were several individuals on the cab so I fired three
rounds into the air and the remainder jumped off the
tanker and headed in a southerly direction. AL

that time a saw one indian male running carrying:a
large type firearm, rifle or shotgun, pbssibly taken from on
of the Sheriffs cars. '

. " have viewed approximately 50 photographs
at which time I positively have identified RUSSELL MEANS
as taking part in the fighting inside the Court louse.
I have also identified | Pennington County  be
~ Sheriff's Office number [ and| | b7C
. 2orn male, Pennington County Sheriffs Office nuber
' hs being present at the Court House in Custer
South Dakota om February 6, 1973. -
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.

"I have read the above signed statement
consisting of four pages and they are frue and correct. -

"/S/’ .

1 A

~ Witnesses:

"/S/
DENNIS M. Of CALLAGHAN, Special Agent, "FeBoTle Mpls,
Minn. 2/20/73."

Spec1al Agent, FBI Nﬂs, Minm 2/20//

b6
b7C
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:-!-. Date of transcriplion

2/20/13

House at Cugter, South Bakota, on rcbruary 6, 1973,

statemﬂn
Y"February 20, 1973
Rapid City, South
"E, make the following
statenent © _1 who -

have identified themselves to me as Specigl Aﬂents
of the beaex 11 Bursau of Investigation, .

"I am a South Dakota State HLghway Patroln .

man thh the rank of Sergeant
the South Dakota Patrel gines
and am presently stationed at ¥ Y s
Dak:ota 0 !

"On February 6, 1973, at approximately
30 p.m,, X arrived at the Custer County Court
Houge in recponse to a oall for help from the

Sheriff's Oifice in Custor, South Da kota, to hekp'
reinforce their depanrtment involving a di“r‘% “ﬁb&
flerqren L recegived a call from Lieutenant :
| that he necded help at the County Court
House., I then responded therv and entered the
entrance of the court house and started down the
hall toward the front of the court house where I}
Saw DENNYS CANES broasking out windows in one of

the side rooms of ths court house, X then proce
to the front steps of the court house to belp hold..

a erowd back, A Pfemale was on the steps of the
court house and sho stated that she had to get in
because her two sons were inside, she was told that

she couldn't enter and at this {imz a maie grabbed
hexr by the arm and he 9+qipd thet they ware Lomin#

South Dakota State Hiwhway Patrolman,“b7c
with th@ rznﬁ—a"—SFTEEﬁ‘fj—vas interviewed at the headguarters -
of the State Uig way Patrol, 702 East North Street, regarding
hisg invoivement n the dlocurbanae at the Custer County Céﬁ?t

Sergeant proceeded tq give ﬁhe,fgllo?ing‘;x

Dakéta

1 176-87 -

rYy
Intorviowed o 2/20/73 o Rapid City, South Dakota, .,
SA o
by SA ske Dale diciated 2/20/73 |
- This document confoins neither recommendahions nor conclusions of the FEI, 1t is the property of the FBI and Is losned fo your agency; ‘ S

it ond Ws conlents are not lo bs disiribuled ovlside your agency.
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;g. through or they (the police) would have to kill them

v . both, At this point the entire crowd started forward
and a few canisters of gas were thrown at the crowd
in an attempt to dispexrse them, No weapons were
used during the entire disturbance but night sticks
were used by me and other officers. I attempted
to go into the crowd to break them up snd I received
a chain wrap avound my vight wrist and I lost my
night stick and somehow losu my helmet. I was
poked in the face with a stick and hit over the
head with a section of pipe just after losing my

.- _helnet. :

M

v'(A

Y was exhibited 60 photographs from =
which I identified the following four individuals
as heing at Custer  Souih Dalkota, on Februa¥y 6,

1973: Photo numbey Penunington County
Sheriff's Offlice (RLCEOY  Ronid ity South Dakota.'
This 1s a photo o | whom I

observed at the court house but have no informationm - -

regarding his involvement, if any, in the disturbance
that occured that day.

2CS0 Numbeyr 13048 is a photograph of
RUSSELL C. II&MS whoim I observed in the hallway
of the Custer County Court House in custody of law
enforcement officers peing removed fyrom the
building. However; his exact activities on that
date are not known to nme, o

YELSO vhoto mumber
oﬂ I olserved scuffling -
with lLaw enforcement officers on ruary 6, 1973
and I believe he had a flag staff in his possession.
I did not actually obscrve him strike an offlcer
or damage and property. .

is a photograph

“Minneapolis Police Ik -partment Photo :
Number 47315 of DIIHIS J. BAKEE. I observed BANKS
on February 6, 1973 breaking out windows inside
the Custer County Court louse with a riot stick,
similar to the type lssued to officers of the
South Dakota Jlighway Patrol, o

e ' - 6% -

B e
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"PCEO photo number
| | I dm almost positive that this is.
the individual who struck me on the right wrigt
with a Xength of chain while on duty at the Custer
County Court lHouse on February 6, 1973, ' '

| "I have read the above statement con=
sisting of this and two additional pages and have .
initialed each page and now sign it because it is,
true,

"/55/

"Witnesss SA, FBI, Rapid City,
south Dakota, February 20, 1973,

bA, FBI, Rapid Cxty, South-i
Dakotsa, Eenruary 20, 1873, -

2 e e

2
. i
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: On February 20, 1973, ERNIE PEPIN, Sheriff, Custer
. County, Custer, South Dakota, made available a list of those
individuals who were arrested on February 6, 1973, at Custer,
South Dakota, in connection with the confrontation by the
American Indian Movement (AIM) members that date. These

names are as follows:

RUSSELL MEANS °

DENNIS BANKS -
CHARLES KILLS REE
MILO WARFIELD GOINGS

O =Gflfed =
§EERREED e FDEEED i

LSwttosir | e
LPYPRN I P E\}/S

£ i W UL
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'
N

* PEPIN advised that this is a complete list with
the exception of thrce juvenile names whose records are
not presently available. PEPIN stated that photographs
re most of the above individuals have already been :
furnished to one of the Agents from Mimneapolis, Minmesota,
Federal Bureau of Investigation. ' :

Sheriff PEPIN further advised that he was
presently compiling a list of all license numbers that
were taken down in conmection with the above disorders
on February 6, 1973, and he would make a copy of this list
available upon its completion. .

R SRy
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Dote of irensctiption

Scuth Dakota, Troopaer,
Patrol, Turnished the fol?owing

6 1970 .

ment 1n the dlsturbance at Custer,

~

Gouth Dakotn State Highway
statement regardigg his involve=
South DRakota, ‘on Febxuary

"rebruary 2L, 1973 .
Rapid City, South,ﬁaKOua

ny |

|mame the following

statement o

who

have identified thomselves

Pacxolran stationed in ot
Dakota,

Oof 1872,

""On TFebruary 6, %

of the Federal Bureau of Investigation.
- MY am & South Dakota State Hfghvav

I havo been in Hot Springs since February =~ . -

to me as Special Agents

Sprinys area of South

973, I-was s med

r Custer, South Dakota, with Troopﬂ
whan at about %:060 p.m., T received a call

for assistance to help queill a disturbance at the

Custer County Court House. When I arrived at the

. - gourt houge I went to the rear door where I
.. remained wntil Y heard a erash iaside the

court house, then prooecdﬂq 1nio the ballway I‘j%y_,dﬂf?%?
fonebs rvy way down the hall. s i notice
- N was lying on the finor and tWO CHED . mm&m
- Indians were on top of him, I helped puil the SmMUED-%~ﬂﬁ9t
‘ : Indizns off him but one of the Indians, RUSSELL| . MAY 41973
: Lo MBANS, prappled with me and I eventually helped: FBE:MWNM
YT or. handeufied him and other officers took him out. |__ -
TEREE the reaxr door of the court house. I then went
back inside the court house and went _out {he frong
or onto the steps where I vrentmber] L
vellineg and I told somsone to arresi her .

and at this point the entire roup of Indians
24

started toward tho stairs.

I wont back inside

the court house and out the bacl door, I pesred-
o - : ) &
f Interviewed on. 2/2:_1-/73 ot Rapid City’, So tl} DL.—COtaFde # I\ip 176’.87
7|
by S‘EZ :_fi‘_kms Dale diclated 2/21/73 i

L] ol

This docunment contoins neither recommendalions nor conclusions of the

it and ils conlents are not o be distiributed oulsido your agency,

Fai,

It is -ho properiy of the FBI ond Is loaned to your ogongy:
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back in the door and notieed a smoke bhomb being
thrown and also noticed gasoline on the floor.

I then saw an Indian throw what appeared to me

to be dynamite which ignited the gasoline, I

also noticed a group of Indians try to stop a

tanker going through town but I can't recognize
anyone who was involved, The entire incident

at the court house lasted approximately 10 to 15 ,
minutes with about seventy five Indian demonstrators
taking an active part,

_ "I was displayed sixty photographs from
which I have identified the following seven: v
Pennington Canntyw Shoniseie nsss Lnasos—a— s o

graph number
whom I believe—waswT IO court House during

the meXee but I cannot reeall any specific
incident in which he wag involved; PCSO photograph

number 11048 of NUASEIY o wroawg oo observed

~ striking DCI Agent and who X
subsequently arresrsd an TEE PCSO
photograph numbher who .
was arrvested when to elear

the streets near the Custer County Court House

on February 6, 1973, while the disturb ya s

goins on ECS0 photograph numberl |
lwho I believe was in The crowd im

ront of the court house or accross the street;

o hnrmanean

however, I can recall no incidents
was involved. PCSO photo number)
PCSO photo number 1 IMZT aF WIr~ W — R
GULNGS, and PCEO plhioto number
afl oi whom wexe observed in The general area OF
the court house during the time of the disturbance,.

"I have read the above statement congisting
of this page and two additional vage and have o
initialed each page and now sign it because it is
true, ’

ryoce

7 - vrags st 1
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"Witness:

) "/s/

IBI, SA, Rapld City, South

pvakota, February 2L, 1973,

S84, ¥BI, Rapid City, .

wouth Dakota, Februaxry 21 1973,

.
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I’ ) f . Date of fronscriplion., 2/24/73

South Dakota, Stete lifghway Patrolman assigned to!the Rapid
City areal | Furnished the follow1ng signed statement

regarding his involvement in the disturbance at Custer, South .

Dakota, on February 6, 1973.
"February'21, 1973

"I, Patrolman for the South
Dakota Iighmay Patrol, have beco nrovided a
oronn of (0 photog ranhu by nd

| vwho have identified Chemselves to .

me as opecilal Agents of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation. .I have been a Patrolman since

1966 as s1gncd to the Rap:d Cltw, South Dakota

area. o

"From the phoco shown to me I can provxde SR
the following information regarding incidents: th&h 3
occcurred at Custer, South Dalota, on »ebruary*6
1973, Temington County Sheriff's Office (WLSO
photograph mumber 11048 of RUSSELL C. LIZANS, who |
- L saw come out of the States Attorneys Offce in:
 the Custer Coxnty Courthousa (CCCH) just before
the melee broke out and he went to the front door -
of the CCCH and he Lold iha Indians in front of
the CCCH "Everybody: in." He then came back inside .
the court house swinging with the west of the Indiang.
PCSO photograph number | |who ~ -
I noticed in the crowd of indians at the CCCH who .
was involved in the general beating and de *%ﬂﬂ'iOH
I can recall no specific incident in which L
was involved. Hlﬁn:anollo, Minnesota Police Dapaxtw.
ment photograph nunber 47315 ¢f DIENIS J. BANKS
wiio I saw inside the States Attormeys Office at the -
CCCH just before the melee breke out and I again
saw him in front of the CCCH attempting to drag
the driver of a Ruan Transport gasoline truck out
of the cab after a group of In 1ians had stopped the

Repid City, S. Dakota Lt

"b7C

truck. | ' e

wervewss on_ 2121773 Rapid City, South D;lﬁota o sMP 176-87 1 i Tl
SA ‘?_1'1d / SEARCHED "——-JNDB(ED ‘
by"'”"S“é p}Jt SER’A“ZED Fmﬂg dlclcled ] 2/24‘/73

. This document conlains ncither recommendations nor conclusionsy

i agnd its contenls are nol to be distributed oulside your ggendy

lo?
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isting of this .

.

"I have read the above statement cons
and one other page and I have initialed each page and -

now sign it because it is true.

SA, FBI, Rapid City, SD., 2/21/73
SA, FBI, Rapid City, S.D. 2/21/73
-4 -
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ste Februa?Yhzl’ ;?7?;A

w%

- South Dakota Highway .
. Patreol, (SDOFJ, made avairlable the Following information: .

- has been employed by the SDHP since 1961 and
has bef\ﬂ M T onod o tlhia Dol 2 docy CSonat-ta Nealeoadern g o Son oo

1967

[<enER Dakota and has Social Security Account . -

Numbeq

-~

adviged that he was on duty February 6, 1973
at the Cugter County Court House (CCCH) and was charged -
with the responsibility of insuring the security of several

v South Dakota Highway Patrol units gswell as other equipment
g contained in a SDHP station wagon. advised that he R
arrived at the CCCH at approximately L:30 P.M. and positioned =
' himself ¢ Be rear of the Court House. Shortly after parking: -~
his car stated he observed RUSSELL C. MEANS i removed
from the rear of the Custer County Court House. stated .

he did not sctually observe any of MEANS' activity nor did he ;:
observe MEANS being placed under arrest. o o

From his position behind the CCCH, observed
six or seven Indians at the Texaco Service Station across
from the Court House. These Indians appeared to be attempting
to break in this service station but were unsuccessful, ‘
This same group of Indians then moved in the direction of R
the bulk gasoline storage tanks but the SDHP officers prevented.
the Indians from reaching this area. _ e

At this approximate time, smoke appeared,injtﬁemgAb“
and the SDHP officers left the GCCH by the rear door.
assumes this smoke was actually teaxr gas, o

also observed several individuals who héd’beeﬁ:
~arrested by other officers and were held near his position. .-

7 i Y.y §

70 = ;

SEARCHED INNE R

: Rapid City, : \ smmugnm-~ﬁﬁﬁééégiﬁ

On __2/21/73 __ at _South Dakota File # __176~87 FgM'Y 41973
. - I=MINNEAROLS | |

SA J . X Mot

by ___SA] lxon Date dictated 2 3 e AN

This document containg neither recommendations nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the properfy of the I'BI and is loaned'te = *
your agency; it and its contents are not to be distributed outgide your ngency. . S - N
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~ was exhibited 60 photographs from which he identified
: the following individuals whom he observed at Custer .om
- February 6, 1973. . o

"Rapid City, S.D.

2/21/73 S

"1, for

the South Dakota Highway Patrol, have -
rovi Q photographs by
who have identified

themselves as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau
of Investigation. I have been a patrolman since
1961L. _ . L

toe "I can provide the following |
information regarding photographs of individuals.
shown to me: Pennington County Sheriff's Office
(PCSO) photograph number 11048 is a photo of B
Russell C. Means and I observed his being taken
from the Custer County Court House (CCCH) by law
enforcement officers, but did not actual y Observe .

his arre v {- e DOCH v by rpre oo sl . number iS a
photo of who was arrested and:
held ncar Tthe South _Dakolra sauad vehicles: PCSOH

. photaecranh pumberc]
~and whom 1 believe vere

who I recognize as one of the Individuals arrest
at the time of the disturbance at Custer, South
Dakota. . .

' "I have read this statement, comsisting
of this and one other page and it is a correct o
and true statement. .

"/S/ N
"Witness: SA BBI, Rapid City, S.D. 2/21/73

, | - b -

arrested and held nearr£Q§_§4_Dakgxa_snnads;_aTd ‘ff ;
PCSO photegraph number Lo

SA, FBI, Rapid City,S.D., 2/21/73'

R
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Date of transceiption

South Dakota Highway Patrolman

furniched the following signed statcment concerining nis
involvement in the disturbances at Custer, South -Dakota on -

February 6, 19733 ,

] South Dakota Highway . -~
Patrolman]| ostrnged to Buffalo, South
Dakota for over ome year, make the following
statement to Special Agent Francis M. Henwood,

FBI.

"On February 6,.1973 1 observed an
auto convoy of Indians proceeding to Custer o
South Dakota on Highway 16 and followed them
into Custer, to Custer County Court House and
we parked in back of the Court House., 7There
were 150 to 200 Indians in the vicinity of the

Court House at that time.

"7 entered the rear of the Couxﬁ‘:

" house and observed about six Indians s
anoainat the wall near the front door.

guarding the door.

County StategAtrtarnev. Means procceded toward
the door and unlocked the door to
let Means -out, Teans wemt about half way through

the open doox, saw the group on the steps turned
around in the doorway and said '"Let's Go, lLet's

get them". The people outside surged forward
through the door and the Indians in the hallway
fell in belind the South Dakota Patrolman and other
police officers in the hallj pushing, shoving,

shouting and fighting.

Division Criminal InvestigatZen,
Touth Dakota appeared to be in charge and .

"Pussell Means came out of an office
where he apparently had a meeting with Custer .

o]

Rapid Vity

lnlerviewled °"—2—/—21/—2~3 cl_SQu_th__Dalmta File # _

- ‘- T — 6 £EF —
by——SA FRANCLS M, ITENWOOD:ket o ONGEKEDId
‘ - SERIALIZED... ... [T —

This document contums neither recoramendations nor conclusions o the FBI, M[i(:‘(llhc p?’pplg73 the FBI
i and s conienls are nol to be disiribuled oulsidu your ogency. FB].—M]NNEJ-\PULIS
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"The officers I recall at the door;

were| | CID: with Alchohol -
Tobacco Tax Unity | [South Dakota Dept.

: Sout iobwav Patrolmen,
FMMMMM_MMD&&L‘ R
"An Indian whose name I do not know but
who I could identify if I saw him again attacked
one of the patrolman I believe to be and
attemned . to take his baton, I struck him from
beliind and he turned and attacked me and attempted
- to take my riot stick; I took him to the floor
and recovered my stick. I do not know whether
the officers behind me arrested him or not.

i

"I descibe this man as a male indian
between 20-25 years old, 6-6'l" tall, 150~1G0

pounds, slim in appearance with extremely long
straight black.or brovm hair and wore an army.

fatigue jacket. I have reviewed a number of %hotoes .
LEY

of Indians arrested in the Custer, and Rapid
disturbances and thls individual did not appear
in the photoes. ‘

“An Indion was in an office off the

hallway breaking furniture and throwing debris = . - :

at officers in the hallway who were attempting
to eject the Indians. I maced him as he came -
out: of the office and he ran out the front door
before we could arrest him.

: "This man ia a male .indian in his
mid twentlies, 5'8"-5'10", 130-150 pounds '

slim in appearance, with black bushy hair. I

~could identify this person if I saw him again,
however he does not appear im the photoes. I
have reviewed as described asove. '

: "I then helped the officers eject the
Indians through the front door, as we reached
the steps we were attacked by missles thrown
from the crowd. They threw rocks, bottles,
wrenches and chunks of concrete as well as tear
gas cammisters which may have been stolen from
Custer FD or Custer County Sheriff's car which
the Indians had attacked. :

‘ﬁ‘
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MP 176~87 T

“I went back through. the court housp
. to the outside where I could get some air and:
recover from the tear gas. I then proceeded -
back o the Front of +tho econwre honoo th Sgt.

'ﬁ%here

Tear gas grenades werce thrown at us from the
crowd, I saw one individual whom I can identlﬁy
“throw a tear gas grenade. .

« "This man is described as-a male‘
indien in his late twenties, 5"-5" to 5'8",
about 135~140 pounds stockybulld short black
hair, wearing a blue wool jacket like a Navy
P Coat.  This person did not appear in the
photoes of persons arrested at Custer and
Rapid City which I have viewed, I believe‘that
he was arrested at Custer.

"I have read this statement of faur o
and a half pages and it is true aand correct.‘*f

- , "/S/

So. Dak, HOwy, Patrol
Buffalo, S.D. ?~21—73

"Witness:

/s/ Francis M. Henwood, Special Ageﬁt,-FBI”?Miﬁngébbﬁw

Minn. 2/21/ 3"
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The following observations and statements “were
made during the atte ndunce of an American Indian HMovement:
at Mother Butler's Conmunity Center, 211 West Bouleward -
Noxth, Rapid City, South Dakota, on February 21, 19732

bt annrosimately 7:00 n.m. Snecial Agent‘.e . ’
| attended #n Amcrlcaﬂ
Indian Movement mecting that was being held in the audlLOTlum
‘section of Mother Butler's Comaunity Center. o

Upon initial arrival in the dud1t011um, 1L was
observed tbat the moderator for the meeting was an 1nd1v1dual
who identified himself to the attending members of the i
American ndisn Movement (ATM) as DENNIS BANKS. S

At the begimming of the meetxng BANKS lntroduced
an individual by the name of RUSSELL MEANS as the. lﬁleldH%l
who would be the next chief of the Oglala Sioux natiom at
the Pine Ridge, South Dakota, RGGCEV&L’Oﬁ. N

RUSSELL MFANS, after his introduction, addressed /v
the audience zmd stated that he wished to thank all of the - .éiV
Oglala Sioux who had and were continuing to support Al S
members and MEANS in his attempt to 1mpeach DICK WILSON,
the current chief of the Oglala Sioux Indians. au Plne e
Ridge, South Dakota. '

MEANS further emcouraged all at tendlng miembers - Lo
continue Lhulr vpport of each other in their flght against
the “white men" 7 o ¥

ohOltly thereafter, MEANS again - Lhankéd ﬁhe~
supporters of AIM for their obtaining of the food that
was to be served and stated that the serving ling was nnw
open. . et

\ After the eating was complete, DENNTS. BANKS dgalm,?‘
addressed the ud:onc and made the following 1nt10duetians

On

by . ..

This dogeaont coutaine nedh o recanetendetonrs por condlustong of the 1L 1 is the properly of the BRI und is loared fo
yowr ageney; it aud ity contents Lo not 1o e distnlated outside your ugencey, :

‘ )t'“di(%ﬂ")‘ ﬂlfo
| ey g

3 o

2/21/73 . Rapid City, South Dakota ey MP 15741 "wﬁq'*‘“‘-MtNNEAPOUS

/94/73 e

e Date dictated e

o
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’ , ‘BHNK& int;‘nducod Fathor RICHARD Pl"{EES R/
the direcctoxr of L.,mu..,r Butler Centew ud Sb:,ibf.-d_ ‘
wished te address the meeting. v

PATES, alter helng .mi;mdt..ﬁ,pd, si:atcah-:{
he nor the church w sald m:,mci for oy type of. w2 ’m.
discriminntion in any \:z,ly y coertiuing, Im S “”&""
carc how wany whilte ¥ac wats telephone ma :
they arc withdrawing thelr £i. m.u,m,lal 13;'3};‘0
stand for any more dis seriminat LCJD. .. .

PATES dirvected hls ab wmwn tow R T 000
younfr men gitfing in tha middle of the M-i:er:mm‘
for supplving the o c‘:;““m*m;,w'*n of Liﬂ's tm s,,d. Pakutivg
singing wid stebed 1 admit §otuwmed kind of c);l’ eIt
guys pot upy and sto ‘tod doing your thing Lo <
at’ the we g:».,.«m soiih. the ¢ J.‘L.y‘ fathers, but 1 v
. right no w0 that £ gl:.d for thab suiport new L
shown. 1 bhink thet ATH has come in bere vm;l o
- something we were Llacking, that being :wp‘

t'.y .
, .
The s&co nd individual J_nchac},uc @k w&s RAFIG:
ROUBIDEAUX. He stated that he was Chiel Coianalt. fog”
Oglu A Sioux. ROU oY DRAUX, aftow bmnfr imbroduds :
rhe eoncributions that AIM had wade to the Qg las
Lcl Live to organ z;ztwm 2esnect, and dediwm*j ¥
ROUBILIAUL thm cnesiiic 21lly pald howeze o LY
BELLECOURT, LUSSE } 1&;&1\6 emd DILL HEARS ag be;
leaders ia the ATH and true leaders of all Todias
ROU BIDL.. X then m:;ur»d a challenge to all. presel
. hall ¢ ‘:ut u 1g "that they should hang toge:thear?. '
was ez.anzr n:,a,n,g;mra together ox nang c,z,fene. ‘,. - .

+

L
€
i

BANES then vrecoonizoed Cl u\x\?f‘o w:m ’}”

being one member of the cempundiy whom he wanted &o To 4
’ bccauac, he bad mcourw ed AT to stay m. Um cesmm,ty 3 ;
fight. 3 o sy

At the conclusion of thf» 6 comnat:em,{ S
requesked Pather RICHARD PALL RS to ¢ ive vhat - m‘wa‘c‘*m vallo)
that he had cepcemnine the oaount U ball meney 1??@(«3&“(1 :
to get releasade. }'ai'he“c PATES s&atbd‘
BT think va're Still about 8500 short”, and then Lh&re Srzkc)
some ¢enar u.l c:om««':r.r* jon about who could pO""&:bl}t’
con‘s:::J.Duu, ONCY o -
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CLYDE i ELLECCURY ghien ashed to be re\,mvrxlbed “xmi o
inquired as o s $oFormat-ion anyene might hz_wc. Relojater z:m.nfl‘ S,
the hewriung acl Mhare was sowe disenesion | . "
relative tol | thau the mecting was Lermd nabeé and Lhe
"stomp dance” began. ’

Subsgouzpl to the torminabion of the meeting, 7
Special Accnts fnczoduced i'bnmsel.vms
to DEVNIL "J,’mns a8 DG U0 .L"'lmt...i.\f:‘kauﬂ.jns vho ware

J.Ll(’“i"(.,)l‘c’,(l 1 flea AT ;mu wished vo contribute thc,.;w‘ o
assisuanice :i:a_ ovy wiy that they could. ‘. N

R

BALEG weloonsd the support cu, a;wm.al Al »am;

fead subseauently introduced tzs.;;u, .w"

Ay LaLal Locnbonnod Lo them &8 VERTON B m,mom{r

Avernts | |3.u::11u.f‘f ed Lbe“ﬁsrafves

| o hacl ﬁl”t

xecczm, DEEN LG ot 560 LLOIL GIv: um.wu sTares military
who hnc- lcarn»’ d of the ATHM snd were interested. :m “tippm&tim,

the AT,

CRo

BILLECOURT, subgequent to the l}i’r‘fé&ﬂﬁﬁi@i&{"

inquired of 3pacial & cromt] | whewe
he hed ooun stotlonzd, [zeplied § he:u.. he had bzaeﬁ
stationcd in Vioet Hae. RS

PELLECCURT stated "well vou have £ oughb otz ‘f-ga
now yop have cot ecug wore war €O j:s.;r"lt For your people'.
Agents wwm:“u:;. of BELLICOURT lLiow ta

4 7»)

might be of halp Lo the A¥M, uaich BELL LL.OJ?{I? 1'&}_‘:3.1.&(1 i
"17just told yo*a" ’

€

MELLECCURT then directed his comrm ;ai.wn ta ?1’5

g,at.--a :.’w;;q o;. Aid wombers in Rapid City, Scuth Dakota,, “nd
-oted "L‘i x“‘”"{‘* a r:*al thingy coning OEE LQTPDYT:OT7 at Pine’

I.\m('e, Soavtn 1.»4»0[41 . DULLnCOORT centinued stabing Umu ;
on oo ?3*3 72, 1973, there vould o 7p1‘o\1.‘u..1,c&,y 30,
perhaps more, Uxldla Sloux aud Al hm..ﬁ"mrs traveling Lo ;.
Pinc lu.c.!:,o, Mmub Doakota, to observe mw pathment | p::'avwd:mas ’
againgt the curront Oglala Chief, LICKY WIL sw, ' L
NELLICCUT pdvisad &:,h 2t paithor he now hm ;}‘ifmé:ﬁﬁm};
VERMON BELLEGOUNE, would ba coconr: wwing the prosession -

Lec:mw DLCK VILICH hod .LS:‘L“L! ool wa“::s:‘z.nrf‘ cgainst }mt L

|
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: he and Lis brother for inciting to wmioct nnd they wmﬁu be
| - arrestrd 1f thoy woent to the rescrvation. o
s A , = yAv‘ -
: X DELLELOUOT atated “if 117'r\c4achwmt proc Gtzd"n‘
i agalnst WILSCH rwe miccessful, the ala awux people
: ) hava alrcany oxpended Lo dnvitation to nyself snd other
LR - AT vembrrs to aitead a 'V'i.n,z;o;y c,c,}"b:u.uo*z ab Pine- }"'?‘Qz,;,w

)

pfocﬂcamv ar:

: ATH moabes's will procced to Pine Ridge and hol p the 0zl
Lo Sieux in jailin~ United States mar.,smm and othexr’
- Federal cifficials at Pine Ridge.' .

Conpire g e Laganis I

. (meanive the *\Nm’e imgside the builaing, DL b GO
stated "all, wotve ot

tanding Dy to see LE the dwpeachoonc is ¢LJQC{’23,‘:>”L3. :
BELLLCLURT then s‘:ato ‘;.lw;’vn caly got 83 mark :alm 8k

Pine Ridge NI Lan, we 2'vo got a x wolution vz}:m ‘F’f}"f ar-m L

vbf*n we geb L,m.cﬂwn 11\,'::\.., watre f'anw to Arl?'cn& mﬂ‘f"ﬁj\
Oklahomn und m, re goirn Lo toar mm uck out of Both':

were lm:z:a} working orgonining Alk LLCL:IV'I.L'U\— in’ 'f;e.,Lh
Arizona end Okloiions.

LLECCURT thoen reverced bc\LK to c"uscu.:slcnu

X

conceriing Pine Ridee, South Dakota, and stated 'aw;:x

-{1-»!-
/.

we get the United StaLe* Marshals thrown in jall, wel 3:4:,‘

e . going to declare the reservation a soveﬁ*eign state pud
g Gvoke o customs tax on anything that woves in of ‘,I’zztmﬁh
the sovevelgn stote' e ;

BELLECOURT then reforred back to foture p’lc&i’

ATM's and stated the {ollcowings ‘4
Cur rxat.v.(,mj. convention for AIM will be held :m Pawmeeg,, :
Ckl 'momw, frem the first through the seventh of Jt‘meq
1973."

2,000 beiyind us on the res va{.w‘?*

South J-:'»::ota”ﬂ, DELLECCURT then stated .mm the i pear:nmgtmf
airet WLLSON are comploeted, ‘myself and other
1 ala .

&

those states'. BELLECOINT continued uavingr thalt AL gc&plet

¢ L8 T told Yol b,m,,f;r@,
we're toaking this caraven to Arizoua and Wda homa. nekts

AL S b

PN PO

BELLECOURT then advised ..ipncia.l Agents

|:|Lh it thoey ¢hould altempt to alisgm t’i nselvaes witd

other AL members f{roa Hebraska ond Oklahomar ac* there wag—
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a delegation present at this timoe.
w . TAYRL N T vt g '{;i’i”'!’!. 8to {:;-{] i 11'1&: A v
sranied o Tevash LsLnar ﬁu%,w
COMMUILTy Conter Lhat therg wag pLeu,y of COOm -,
H?ZRAL OUSENVATLTONS OF MRETTNG
- " . ! ' _-b ‘:" - o Lt
he following listed stotes were rgcognized. a
Cthe meeting Az haviug a currant ALY Ghapter i active G
thorn:  Sowth Tatiotay ebrasita, Towas Ninnes 03 &;Lﬂﬁuﬂ
Kansas, Ui?nu>may luxa Coloradt dﬁd Ldaﬁs¢v
?
T AGE IAIEUP OF T ?f‘(f.’ﬁ?si,;‘:l-s ATY IZZ‘TDIITG 1= ‘*1'}:
~ Ik was obsorved that there. are A ox1mn£a7y BJGy
400 1ud4vr(uujw prescnt during the ATH mecting at Hother: o
Butler’ Cum,lm.uy!,haun , epprosimstely ope-fourth. of g
group are beturon 40 yenne of oce and older. The.o
thea auiou#,nm 05 the individuniz were irom &dﬁtyA‘
- to middle tweniies,or carly thirties. V
WEAZONS OBSTRYID :
There were numerous cbservations of base oall kg
clubs, and steel rods decowated with featlicrs end othem o
Tndian regalia. Also one individual was scen near the
back entrance of the meeting hall armed wmth uhat app&a
be a 12 gouge shotgum.

) The building adjacent to tdc suditorium
apparently was belin, wsed as o barrocks was guarded By .
mimerous individuals armed with stce l rods dhd baseb&l‘—
bats. : ’ P

OUEELVATTCN OF THE T8Y OF DRUG3- Jﬁ”“ﬁ
- : Spusinl ﬂ,:nu| | ibee rvcd Lhau tha mmll
of mwarijuann belns swoked vas WL'OIF]Y present in the™
QudLLOTlU; both durin- ond atter th HQOFLP” Was adictfsnad,
Th was Sarthor obsrrved Ly both &U&Q;AL Abont

o

.

o gicohalic;bcvrm

‘é“
:mf«:as
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1 : A
| /

Doto of franseripllon, 2/26/73\ e

bé
Minnpeniln nnd

b7C

Pt elad

State Gollege stucent, was 1nLesv1c&ed
vheras she states she As Vivine wigh

DONALD 00 LITe00.  Sha Jd’ﬂu~wxﬁd howrself as of %
DOMALDAIOBTIISON as chairman, |

Bemidii ATLI Chopber

She furmished.
additional 1uLoDmation as LoLlowss T
' DONALD ROBINSOI is presentl “

: 3 y in Mimespolisg, Minnes ata,
L and will not ruturan to J“WLdJ' LeLOLG February 20, 1373. She .
; was in Minneanolis with NOBIISON February 11, 1973, vhen they.
decided to drive Lo Rapnid Gity, Scouth Dakota. They decided to .7
go based on news they had sech on L.V. and a disive to support gj£7’
the Indian people in South Dakota.She did not see ox hear of aqf
appeal on T.V.

or ctherwise by any of the Indian leaders for .
Indisng to coms o South Rakota.

The following also accomuanléd
. her and ROBIIISOI to Scuth Dokota:r’

\V/ . H Vﬂlnne sota . : . j}“mA{;;¢4g

o . XILC%O‘”At& . S

IS I JRR= uosnis T e :,,_‘;f.-

. 2 sisters mmed(SARY onid CHERN (LNU) who R
live somewhewre in Nléncavolxs. o : :

She ldentified all as AIM members. There wére no @ﬁnar :
cars that accompanied them to South Dokota. After agriving in.
Rapid City she observed ne violence znd believes the’ Viol&ﬁca
that occurred was on the Friday before they arrived.
1 a i She wao

was in o peacefrl demonstration in Ra 91é Clty
during which RUSSELL LFANS and DEIWIS BAHLS spoke, asking f
justice and during

&
hich prayers were made. 1be”e vere abois
300 Indians prﬁocqt.

; She  and her group returned to Bemldgi"‘
% . Februawy 16, 1973. . , :

£

She mew of no otbe? AN mombors from the B;mléjl g\rﬂafﬂ°ff: )
area that traveoled to South Dakota. stakted she pels@nz'
felt strong convicticns fox the Indian wovement and that is the-
reason sha went to Repid City. She felt that being an 1HG1&H

might result in her bcnnv killed in South Dakota gnd said she was
willing_ to_die for what be believes.

ieves.  She does not conﬂlder harsg £
militant.
Inlerviewed on_Z_[Zﬂj,ZQ_

__oBemidii, Minmesota File # ME 1J7~1509 (,6’(* :

K 7b*"6#y%éwﬂw f";1g

Rjt_ : 2 /96 /74 SEARCHED cocer e NDEXED Lo |

S.A mJt Dote dictated / / “wtﬁfm‘:ﬂﬁﬂ o
s -

MAY 4197
This dacument conlains aeither 1ecommendotions por conclusions of the FBL, Tt s the propecty of the FBI opd is loaned tofyour o&-&}h—MlNNbﬂyuu
i ond i

s conlents are not to be distribute ‘ o

‘by

¢ oulside your agency.
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF IMVIESTIGATION ) i
| i Date 7—/75/73 :
The following obscrvations and statements were |
observed and heard during an investigation concerning the I
American Tndian hovement (p111) at Hother Butler's Community o
Center, 211 West Boulevard North, Rapid City, South Dakotas L
. . . }‘?}}

L preceeded to the Mother ¥

Butler's Community Center specilically going to the registra~ - C
o tion and barracks section of a building adjacent to the ' e
auditorium in Mother Butler’s Community Center. e i

Unon enterineg the registratiom building, Special -
Agents| [were challenged by an individwal
identificd from a photograph latew asl | y R
|inquired of Special Agents |as .
. To the mature of their bugine inside the registration E
a . hall. It was obscrved byl L
ST had what appcared to be a .22 caliber revolver stuck inside ™

e
88

the front

they wédre

wasteband of his trousers.

Special Agents

stated that

there to register for member

ship in AIM and if

possible, wish to contact members of the Oklahoma delegation .- o
currently attending the AIM in Rapid City, South Dakala. - £
, ‘ N
: It was observed by that in a room with . 4{7'»]j ﬁj
.. a sign Registration Room painted outside it there were four - . ]
to six what appeared to be cased shoulder weapons stacked S
against the wall and lying on the fiocor. The strong smell - . O

of marijuana was also prevalent in the building.

Special Agents were advised
that they should return to the hall at approximately 13130 "0
when there would be a general meeting of AIM and at that time o - o0
they could be registered and contact members of the Oklahoma ' . -
ATM Chapter. Py L B

departed at approximately”,,‘" "”ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ;}

From the Mother Putler Comunity Center areﬁjﬂﬂmgnu:"jawbg’f
. W7 1975
—FBI=MINNEAPOLIS

10:06 a.m.

oy

. ° RO ‘l

an ___2/22/73, Rapid City, South Dakota pjep _ MP 157-1209 T
SA o S,
. OCA erle o 4 . P AP

by - M sRks . __Date dictated 2/24/73 IR

Phia Joewnunt contains neithor recommendations nor concluximes of the 1°BL
your ageney; iU and ity contenls are hol (o be disdributcd vatside yowr apeney.

- &= - b

It is the peaperty of the BT and ja loased to

£

A r l - e
A e o ot o oh 8 4
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Specinl fponts ¥
Counpaity. Coabes i L1Dess dr -u'ly ....0 . n., ‘.n(x upam
arrivel chesyved PTRLE UAINE, RUSSELL and BILLM

Dplov-v\rnlr 20 ‘n 6G Tadlon in 1"IhUl]3 Lpndxngﬁ

-

of Math-r nutler's Corawnity Conter.

DAMKS recoasted that everyone move, Enta
streaet in front of the Cowmmity CGenter becaugé’ he h
aunouncencnt tnst ha would lile to make. R

ative to thig, BANKS : stated Lhat "0‘
2t + 18 coinz to ba the most
wave had vot beea use, it!s. going
eting at Pine Ri dpe- Ls A 2
evory we hava to vait to’réceiyve:

H

L.

I

censlon L LTS LiiTEe aesile

word from it didan fo procecd e thelr sn*stnncerﬂnﬁrﬂk
DAFES enntivad 6 oo thia poiment e are 8ll on five
minuie 't.hﬁby g alert, wo fowthor informationsde gak

to ba given Lo Ui Dress, any inFeranticn that will be T
01@*"eu tn thn : will be releascd by myselﬁ- VERHGV
BI—'ITJ]-“-J\I-I\]—“\’.L' oY .\-.uu.la-al ]J L....rl." r". ) ' !

At Lh' ~ time GP'"JFI leentg
» Sl .-'ns;,-' -t

k) ! I3

[LY

oy . [ s 5 7
as peins Ui :
Vorhor rntler's Goueamity Conlods. a2 antiniol rdite)
Lisenlf g Siven nmod uulnﬁnﬂ lavt nomae

tatod LOI | that the re&s]
Tor Thc Galcup of uot going to Pinc Ridge was becausend
RUSSTLL LEANG had ;hh(chn vord thabt there were °ardbags
and othor fordd snioay oround tho BIA CﬂnLel and“
rifles wiere sticking up cverywvhere.

continvad gayinr "Uhcn we
to £95 RUSSELL ond BILL MREALS lel ke in the- leg
we approzch rnnn SiGoae 1f “L"lﬁ 8 sy Jud cation’ of:

or 'r,;..n. ve con't o mot :':.':1, SULORLL 110aMS will turn. his. c&;i’ i3
arovid and Che Iuﬁt or thie caravei vwill followe "AftET
Luim aroundd, Ve '11 o oursalves with the rlfles an

firchowbs and go back on to the roeser vation

rontinued s: viug that the - ;hoalﬁéf”‘
ome wEITT DE TeeTT in two panal trueks that would: -

woup .
sccumnmy he coraven sud think ghe . irebombs would.bc tOLQd
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in the trunks of the vehicles in the_ caravans

stated "It's very imp 50
to remopmboer thao aay signa 1 10:. dction will comg: Axom
RUSSELL :md PILL LE.RE' car" : o
continued sayingz that infarmation
relative to the sid '1cn at Pine Ridee and the .
fortificntionz tiare vere being relayed to RUSSELE:M
at the C m mm:L (n-xu.r:.r: by Lelc_phoue. This infp¥s
being obialnnd by tie mother of en individual Who:
arrestoed 'h'_y" '.'.'t':.r.: Imreau of Indians Affairs. [)OL
assaulting & 1.1/

i pelice officer. R

centinved s v.i.n'* that t.hJ.s person

monitored eIl ellr coaiug in i unryation: fronm the
ragervation's ol st districts. stated in m
she zelevoed the imiormation to her daughter who in tuwrn ?
advised thic (,m. .an.Ly Centcr. '

At this nmut Special Apcenhs

iuforood

were anyrnnched by on individual who jdenciiied.
Y 1Y I KA R PR b W 1 ader fren Tulsa, Oklahoma,: : ‘

that he left the Ln.ited--. 08
.;.1'\_‘:.'."] in evoronioately 196D amd only. recently b._came J.n‘vol ad
n the Abd. N

TIIOMAS stated that there was a committee :.n charg j
of who we:e deciding vho could go on the caravan Lo Pine:Ri
and vho could rot.  THCHAS exp l'u.r:d that- it was impg
W yc 4 behind at.Mothery
et that i€ the number
5 miszht get a little comyages o

that coms of thn Al menbers ©
"_
[ Sl

(_‘.o.':aa-ar.m-” Conrosr cuae Lo o o
Center whe tod amalki, "Tha pis

aird com» in awnd tyry to wipe us cuu" TICHAS contiruved.
sayin p “yi the pins do come in, we're going to get a fey
of thewm'. e

PINSIAS then atated o that .th
shevld cunbnr Ghe rerinesation buil g and be re‘.,.l.f"'ercd '
the AL ne thnc we could recelve ioee g'wolmm for thelz
vebicle cad Lo wogdatovad A1 me e . Theo smell of
gt e Lea acan dztected Ty Sheeial Azent .
cope Gliected to thoe rogl u..l'd.t.LO‘n TOOL
T LSS S S P STLb S 7 E AT rieacd AWM o '“o-:r rom the | -
Ol:lalwing Godas u.l::..un py bhwe nione ol LARRY (l;z::t naame mlkno.'n)c

: % S
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MP 157-150% ‘ '

e entorineg Fho rog w, 1t was obs .

Agontd thiat im one corner it

approximatcly six to cight cased shoulder typero

and in addition vhore wes a shoulder hoJ*tcr [y ing
floor besice than. s

were iﬁte‘rv'ié&e& bxtie

relative ©o Lrckeroumd .LU(.!I!LJ.'L.LCuthH, elatives;:
c vieopt s By the s dodividual whoo cL‘...J.leng_'

on the morming of the 2ind at ligk

Cormnunity Gevtec. ‘This individusl being

'I .f'-. -1t R IE o e Lk K s o} iun N;oCEess vas cor‘pmtgh
Sre.::.l A-;_,-m e again onq ﬂreo ‘i:n
uereatio. vivh Ehe dtpdivicnal ‘who idantd Jdcel hdme

e.s rtuted to
that ContoLive nlaant 0L ohe .I.(.n’.::.'ll AIM org
conclunion or pusiness in Rapid Gity, .‘;ouw Dako
tratveling i'n ioarenr. Colorados (mlxup, Kew Mexico
Tacern, Sricwang Paveee, Uklalsoog and New Yorke ! *_Time
tE‘.-‘-‘ RPN TV T ) N e B v e f"'"M""V“'L'LJ.(‘n “el__ P

b\’ ku.'rll:r tnd tO
riac he _5-_._~_.-__=_ nacn prasint (.HT.I.:I’ the
To- Affeairn e :':!. Lﬂ ‘.*.:»;“-wi.an. l) Ce

i-.l.]-l_ 3L nu'.'i.; ol L LR '“J l()f ..O i H\] J."]l D] oal\ln, ‘Xl&‘l
YonrLnen Lc.u vos had bzen contrcted by re prc.ventatz.ves of
Block ¢ Party end cncovroged to go ahead with plans
to coyveria in \.._‘.,mr""on, D.C. 2nd take over the BIA. '
bui. J.r.'n.,'f, Tive re sene Bleck Panthor Iv ;rLy represer&ta V5
gitabtoed whnt Doy oweada sesict the ADH by providing, rk d
otlize 1 HOCLEIATY :'u_r.-.-.'u_*. :-..'.:u.l.*'.d:i.u'* physical n,pgort a.gmﬁ
the "pigs" L necesiary.

| _ |co.»1t5: ued soving that after: th
hrc.-:.!:in wos acceslisind and the l;: Laover was in proce
o ealicialy sty contacted AT menb

Llocl VPeathier Do
W woney, and G “fored to provide p ysifca;_

ed did previdio i
support 1L nece ,..‘.Jy

Staronnes were nnda free- unidenitified indlvidna v
to Swoclal Aronis |that the Federal.. "
Poticdtioe 30 aomeen GAR r.*-.:; T lile az nn-xdr--nrxf':od

ALel mewebors. IL Suosuie by speecinl Agenis

és




HP 157-1509

Ly,
iy

Spacin
broead”
b (i!n

..
Spreicl

departod from jother Laticr s (i unlicy Lc_nter.

o A

hie eodtuwd, JOIET TERIAG again f..pnroa;:hed

sioicmem t Xy f orre <l to rhc “ederal' B‘uﬂdh}g

ud asked if wached. "any‘

=+ oad his vife had to get..
» ns poasible due-to the™
i.n dizcrimination

i
.:'E'.'i.:-."!.-.w-\.‘ » A8 SON

A e

1% v vy -V,
Lo e notoa LW

asl

o1 el Ty

. e

Cicine Rig corven: ntion with oreﬁial Agnnus
staced "It s yeu young guys-we need rog.

the coune,

LLTS you young Suys

who will d:.e for. the -causg
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1 3/7/73 |
. Date of lrgnseription_ iy ,l ;
RICHARD A. WILSON, also known as DICK, President,
Oggala Sioux Tribe, Box 316, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, office
phone 867-5821 or 867-5412, advised the following:

WILSON advised that the first appearance of the
Auerican Indian Movement (AIM), Pine Ridge, South Dakota, :
was in March, 1972, for the purpose of demonstrating the death ¢

of | OW THUNDER in Gordon, Nebras
the of the Cglala Sioux Tribe wa b6
| condescended to the demands of b7q€

AIM generally took charge of reservation.

' In April, 1972, WILSON advised he took office as 18
President of the Oglala Sioux Tribe. He ilumediately took a y
strong stand against the AIM movement and subsequently received
harrassment from the AIM members in the Pine Ridge area. In
approximately Jume, 1972, impeachment proceedings against WILSON °
were initiated by DAVID LONG, Vice President, Trial Counc¢il and
member of AIM., This impeachment proceeding was defeated and
WILSON retained his position.

!

In October, 1972, an AIM group again came to the Pine T
Ridﬁe area attempting to recruit volunteers for the Caravan of R
Broken Treaties which was to subsequently proceed to Washingtom, |
D.C. There were no disturbances at this time.- '

In approximately November, 1972, WILSON advised he

obtai ibal court injunction against RUSSELL MEANS ,
and preventing them from contimuing or s
garticipating in any type of public demonstration on the Pine S
idge Ind i unctions were seaved on N

* MEANS and Special Officer in Charge,

Bureau of Indian Affalrs, Pine Ridge. Additiomally, a permanent
tribal court injunction against DENNLS BANKS, VERNON BELLECOURT,
AND CLYDE BELLECOURT, was obtained preventing these individuals
from conducting or particigating in any demonstration on the
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. However, these injunctions were
never served. : |

RUSSELL MEANS was subsequently arrested for defying N
a temporary injunction and a trial date was set for Ma 6 el
1973. WILSON advised MEANS did not appear- for his trial. P A

Inferviewed on

SA ,
by SA mit Dole dlclqlod;&:_‘ 3/7/73 e Sttt S il

3/6/73 _uPine Ridge, South Dakots ., MP 70-6832

This document conlalns neither fecommendations nor conclusions of the FBL. 1t Is the property of the FB! aitdd 18 loandd 1o yyut ugénty; \ e
it and i1s cohlenls aré not to be :disiribuled oulside your ogency. ]
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On Februarvy 22 1973, after imneachmenit nra eedings
were instituted by and
HOBART KEITH, a pubIlic meeting was held at Calico llall, Calico
Community, South Dakota. This meeting was presided over b{ ‘
RUSSELL MEANS and PEDRO BISSONETTE. This meeting cventually
broke up at Calico and a caravan left Calico and went directly
to Wounded Knee, South Dakota. '

s

WTLSON advised that an individual known to him as

‘ Left Wounded Knee. advised WILSON he
was drinking in thepzicimise oc “ercupine and got caught up in
the demonstration. car was used to transport
people to Wounded Knee and once in the Wounded Knee area his
vehicle was used in a roadblock. His vehicle was subsequently
burned bv members of AIM at a roadblock. WILSON advised
wife was sick and he wanted to leave the Wounded
Rnee area. He went f{irst to RUSSELL MEANS for ?ermission'to

a resident of Oglala. contacted him and advised him

leave Wounded Knee and was told by MEANS he would have:to cet

sion from DENNIS BANKS. BANKS subsequently' allowed
o leave the Wounded Knee area, ‘\‘;;g,x'*H‘“ﬁ‘,]l”
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1 Date of lronscrlplionm_h{smwa

The following is a court order issued by the
Oglala Sioux Tribal Court, Oglala Siloux Tribe, Pine Ridge
Indian Reservation, Pine Ridge, South Dakota, on ¥ebruary 9,
1973. This court order wasg based upon a petition filed by
the Oglalas Sioux Tribe President RICHARD "DICK' WILSON,

*THE OGLALA SIOUX TRIBAL COURT) oo
 OGLALA SIOUX TRIBE ) 88, ¢cg
PINE RIDGE INDIAK RESERVATION) ¥ ¥

URT

OR R
FTEF FF

DE

* F® ¥k
"WHEREAS , a petition basg been filed into the Qglala Sioux Tribdl of
Court by the Oglala Sioux Tribal Pregident, stating that hig ‘
life has been threatened by the American Indian Movement and
that the American Indian Movement hag threateved to remove e
certain Records held in safe keeping by the Bureau of Indian e
Affairs, and that the safety of the law ahiding citizéns of B
the Pine Ridge Indian Reservation may be in danger by the B B
Anerican Indian Movement coming to Pine Ridge as they have R
threatened to do. That petitioner has petitioned the N
Court to issue an Order requegting the presence of United

States Marshalls on the Piue Ridge Indian Reservation until ¢
such time ng they are needed, and that the presence of 1.
other Federal Officers be made available if the need arilses. B

A

"WAEREFORE: BE IT AND IT IS HEREWITH ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED |

"THAT, the Court of the Oglala Sioux Tribe bereby grants a
Court Order that the presence of United States Marshalls be F
requested immediately and othor Federal Officers be made o
available as the need arises, :

“IHAT, auny person or persons may show cause why this Court
Order should not stand as committed.

"THAT, thix Court Order shall stand as coumitted until ﬁﬁﬁﬁ
otherwise changed by the entitled Court of the Oglala Sioux A

"THAT, failure to apide by this Court Order; any person or Lo e
porsons will be held for prosecution under Section 7§, of i e
* the Revised Code of the QOglala Sioux Tribe, entitled, S
| —————DISEBEDEENCE-TO—THE-LAWFUL-ORDER -OF-THE COURT M= - - e

., Inferviewedon__ /773 o Dine Ridge, South Dakotarl #-_-M-W ia‘; ‘!;{;"{';
. » ’ :’ . i

e _BA JACK LOUIS MARSPALL/dsa o dtsted_ BLATB_ el et

This document contains nelther recommendatiohs nor conclusions of the FBL W is the properly of the FBI and 1§ loaned id your dgenty;
#t oRd Ws conlenls are not lo be disiribuled oulside your cgoncy. . ’ :
¥ 9> | T
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{&) ) " ‘ . Date of Ironscrlplionf@-reh 71. 1973

PRI On February 27, 1973, tho followiag took place:

o m approximaltely 9@ 0{) g 'Y O while at a motel xoom
L m Rushville, Nekraska, I e pae call from a

b - DOWE SRTVicw who advimd that had in turn

B pdvimed him that thore would be a conﬁ!rontauim st Wounded

E&‘:ﬁ@ﬁ* %&% Right.

IR w - Opun wecoipt of the above inforpation, I teleophoned
«.", e vy Wa &. Harshal Ys Office at the Buveau of Indiam Affairs (BIA)
5 mmm in Fige Ridge ‘%’S@u'fch Daketn, and fwmwisheod the above

- informaticn to thom, Shoy advised =3 that they hod xeceived the
S N Infommation med that, im Zact, Indians were then at
I?mm"*xd Fooe and had bwi'glm:aad 2 store and token a considerable

. amount 0f weapons and bod obtals
o ewe of thy hoateges, a Mes, was on the phone to
' ﬁm X%Zu.vw &mwﬁmmﬁ advigiag thom of this situntion.

coveral hostagoes. Allegedly

‘ ¥ idmmodiately loft the motel room, aseombled au

;.ﬁV‘IARQMQ fgonte, ond to prozecded €0 the Pine Ridge swea and

Ewom t00ye (o Vounded Hmso Bond, I wog advised by wzadio that the

DI low Guforcemont ofZicors in tho axes had been fived upon

Ahsn gty attoppted to ontor the toim site., 7They had retroatod

b N %ﬂ 5. ga‘;&m o Voundod Rnoo Boad furthor south asd woxe standing
F« .

o

Lo At appromimatoly L0100 p.m., I rondesvoussd with the
iﬁm m«w Offlcorn ond amtmm that thoy had boon fired
Cupam and thet come of thoir wmits wors attomptimz ¢o cstablish
g o8 roadblotk north of town. I suggostod to the BIA Policw that
. - ¢hoy celnforoe their malts on the north ond of town, ag well
. 2@ om %o vast mnd wost side, and the YBI would handle the
#, woadblogk om the south ond of Wourdod Kneo Road where it

s mooke Highway 38,

. © 0 At about this time, o factenovimg car spod by the
c  aroa aud procgedod south on Vounded Eneo Road at o high rate
) “of sneed. ¥ ordored that ve glve incodiate chase and e
o v&m aiven to compal tho vehicle ahead of us to
e B owas An was thom boing dwiven by Special Agem
davoral niles down the road, tho car stopped and the ariver

wr

Iy
y

x' ‘r‘htler'viewed on,_ 2/2?11?‘3 - . opm Rmma SO@.&‘M&% File #__w 7@"6332
"o BAC JOSEER B, TRIMSACH:wib Dote dictoted_ 3L/ T8

This document conlams nelther recommendalions nor conclusions of the FBI, It 1s the properly of the FBI ond is lagned to your agency;
!t and ils conlenls ore nol o be distribuled oulside your ugency.

o TapEXING TWiS pagy e %
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i M1 identified hinself- asl Staff Attorney,
- Oglala Sioux lLeogal Se . advisged that he had
» Gome Lrom Wounded Kmee. He further rélated the following:

B .0 e
v R ]
A v

F IR A fle was in no. way involved in the takeover of the

L town site and, in fact, he was shocked at this conduct. NHeo
whe o kosw many of tho American Indian Movement (AIM) people and
v yms frequently with them and thought that they were going to
et go to Wounded Kmee to have a pow~wow,

When he found out that they were taking over the
tovm and burglariz stoxe, he decided to get out as
soon as he could, was told that if we developed any

: information that he was involved in this incident he would
<o ke under arrest. He voluntarily oponed the trunk of his car
‘ to show that he bad no items taken from the burglary. He:
was requosted to proceed to the BIA Building in Pine Ridge
for detailed imterview,

U On my instructions, FBI Agonts stopped all cars

. oRiting from Wounded Knee and 47 the occupants had articles

- in their possession indicating they may have been taken

4. from the burglary, I instructed that the occupants be arrested,

.7 . 1 furthor advised that unless the occupants could explain why

o thoy wore coming out of Wounded Knee at this time, such as
a tourist who might have beem caught up in the middle of this -
situation, that the occupants of any such cars would be
subject to arrest, It should be noted that these instructions
were lssued immediately after the roadblock was put up on the
Wounded Knee Road and Highway 18.

The second or thivd car +n oswnive ad tha waodhlasl
.. Va8 a car driven by
L, U. 8. Departmont of JusStice, Coanniix_Raﬁations Service.
e I went uwp to him and said, "Mr, %o work with those
people is one thing, but if I find that you have participated
in a buvglary with them, I will have to arrest you,"

:%OR.' Y ;chx;‘mj "Tl\fs 6_)»(\':]5
See pnges Y9 A~ %9 m

oo




et ¥y, replied that he was at Wounded Knee
e when the rglary and subsegquent takeover occurrxed. He
Y. saldd e wanted to leave but thoy told him they wanted him
e . to walt while they made their demands. I asked him what

- o Gomands he was rofexring to, at which time he gave me two
. » pieces ©f ‘paper which state as follows:

"DENANDS b6
b7C
. "I. Senator WILLIAM FULLBRIGHT to convene
... . Sonate Foriegn Relations Committee immediately
NP for hearings on treaties made with American '
B -~ Indian Wations and ratified by the Congress of
T the B.S,

- “II. Senator EDVARD KENNEDY to comvene
. Senate Sub-~Committee on Adminimtyative Practices
. and Procedures for immediate, full-scale investie-
- gatlon and exposure of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs and the Department of the Interior from
o the Agency, roservation offices, to the area offices,
v ... .to the central office im Vashimgton, D.C.

i "EIX., Sonator JAMES ABOUREZK to convene the
- Senate Sub-Committee on Indian Affairs for a
complete investigation om all Sioux Reservations
in South Dakota.
"A, Oglala Sioux Civil Rights Organization:

President VERN LONG
Vico-Praosidont PEDRO BJ
Secretary

"B, Amsrican Indian Movoment:
Leader RUSSELIL MBEAWS

"Poople we will negotiate with:

B “.‘,’é .: B ] ' . - .
X v N DY N? 1 l’\:S Pﬁ'gjé

§eeﬁtgm555',4q A- 49 n.

1




Ty . "L, My, ERBLICMAN of the Vhite House,

2, BSenator‘’s KENNEDY, ABOUREZE, and
= FULLBRIGHT ~ or their top aides.

% ¢ 8, The Commissiomor of the B.XI.A. and
g the Secty. of Tnterior.

R "khe action and seizure of Wounded Knee, South

', ;.. Daketa on Fepuary 27, 1973 at 8:30 p.m. by the Oglala
fpo Lzkota with TRE support and techanical assistance of

F the Amorican Indian Movewsni is Taken because of

S the complete tyranny and suppression of the Oglala

“e, and gll Amsrican Indian people.

it © "The Bureau of Indian Affairs is responsible

i o the tyragpy because of rampanf graft, coxruption
it and outright dictatorship of Indian peoplo.

L } w‘ﬁmm only two options open to the United States
o Ammrﬁca axe: :

"L, They wipe out all the old people,
L - women, children and mem, by shooting
. : & attacking us,

n}5ﬂ;l* "2. 'They negotiate our demands.
"Bofore we took actiom this day we asked for

'f and recelved complete direction and support of
modidéing ten and chiefs of the Oglaia Nation!

- "1. JFRANK FOOLS CROY 5.
- 2. 8.
3, S
. 4. 7.

" 8‘

s Ma A < am

- a5

-

b7C




also mentioned that he was told to write
, ﬁh@ golloving information down and present it in the form
4. @xactly as shown below, He then referred to some notes and
< gadd, "Commmicate this demand to whoever is im charge.

L Vo are operating under the Provigions of the 1868 Sioux

i Froaty, This ig an act of vwar initiated by the United
iﬁtnﬁaa; W@ are only demanding our countyry."

- X asked who gave him this demand and
h@ m@@li@d that it was given to him by RUSSELL MEANS,

O o Baged on the assurance oOf m&.[::::;::;]that he was
. ‘Bot perpoually involved in the burglary or the takeover, I
: pormitted him o proceed cut of the roadblock area, I told .

*ghim ohat I would soe to it that the information he supplied
‘vmmi& bo furnished to the appropriate authorities.

g Sug@rvisoﬂ was placed in charge
@ﬁ %hia romdblewk and 1 then proceeded to the Commmnd

e
o

~\@ﬁhgyiaxw4vad £rom Rapid City, South Dakota.

;n»,:'ll(\)ﬂﬁ)(lN‘j \,\)\-5 P,{\

")9")* Yg aJ. | ,

g&wﬂt in ordor to kandle the placemsnt of additional personnel

b6
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Maxrch 8, 197:

Dale of lranscription

: At 8:42 a.m, on February 28, 1973, I telephoned
the residence of Mrs.| | atiegedly one of the ™
hostages at Wounded Knee, A male voice aanswored the phone .
and I asked to speak to the person in charge. After about
two or three. minutes' delay an individual came to the
tolephone and identified himself as CARTER CAMP, Amexrican
Indian Movemoent (AIN) Security Chief. "I toid ithis individual
that the people inside should stop shooting at our Agents.
CARTER CAMP said that he was unaware that any shots had beén
firved in the morning. I told him that I had been advised
, that shots had been firved ZLrom the west side.

I then asked CAMP iZ. I could meet with him so™that
porhaps we could avold bioodshed. e agreced and said I
could come into the area. I toild him that I would have a
» white cloth on the antenna of the car.

Later in the morning I weant to the xroadblock on
Wounded Knee Road and aftexr passing through the FBI roadblock
I put a white cloth on the antenna and proceeded very siowly
noxrth into Wounded Kaee, At a point approximately three
miles north of the roadblock I saw two burned cars blocking
the xoad, : '

Bohind these cars I would estimate that there were
eight or ton men, armed with rifies, Theose rifles were
. pointed in my dirvection. 1 stopped the car about 100 yards
southh of the barrieade, I then proceeded by Loot to a point
midway between the FBI car and the ALl barvicade...An
individual cams from behind the barxricade and ashked what I
wanted, I tokd him %that I was there to sce CARTER CAIP,

- In‘a fow minutes CARTER CAMP appeared. I introduced
nyself to him and told him ¥ was the Special Agent in Charge
- oil the Iederal Bureaun of Ianvestigation., X told him that I was
interested in avoiding bloodshed and wanted him to take steps
to assuxre that the people inside Wounded Inee did not Lire on
the daw enforcement olficer ‘

farviewad on, 2/28/73 Fl!e #_ MO 70-8832

e BAC IOSEPE X TRIMBAGHE:wih Date dictated—__3/5/713

¢

is documant confalns neithar rocommondaifons nor conclusions of tha FBI, 1t is tho property of the FBi and is loaned to your agancy;
and fix conlents ore not to be disiribuled oulstde your agancy, . :
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CANP paid he wanted assurance fxom me that we would
not advance L{xom our present positions. I told him that I
could not and would not assure him that we would never make
such an advance; howevexr, in order to cult down on the rifie
¥irve, I would assure him that he or A?“ vouild o notified

Emfor an advancenent was nade. I o=

trossed with him the

abgolute necogsity of eliminating tho shwooting if we were
going to avold having someone killed. 1 also told him. that
il there were Iurthexr shootings X would come back and discuss

Cthem with him.

‘ CANMP said that he was not in charge and was not
authorized to make any statement on hebhalf of persons at
Vounded Knee, I toid him that I wanted %o

wishad,

speak with someonse

- who had authority and he said I could come back iatexr i¥ I

At 2:08 p.m. the sane any, I appwroached the barricade

ix pergons who had rifies POLQtGd av m

LS -]

#opraeviousiy describod., Again ¥ was confronted by at least

In addition, two

Liiemnen took posLtLonS in the pulliies on eithor gide of the
oad and pointed thelr rifies in my direcuion. '

I waited in the conter of the road for a few
minutes and thon was ﬂup"oqchnd bv an individual who identiliicd
himgeld as PEDRO BISSONDTAL of the Ogilaia Sioux Civil Rights
Aozoctation, ¥ asked him about %he hONb pes and what could be

dong to aeffect their yelease

e repilied that he ecould not m)bﬁk for the Ogiﬂka
ional porgonnel {0

Sioux ard it would he nocegsary For addit
xoixchnw’

FRANK YOOLS CROW

KIS MORNING.:

- MAMES OF ALL PEOPLIE ARRESTED LAL

3ob

be pummoned, Mo gave mo a card on which was

]

prinﬁed the
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{ asked him who these people were and he dcscr;bed
them a8 holy men, I told him I would endeavor to locato -
these people if {they would have soms bearing on resolving
this situal tionm,

I was also inforvmed by BISSCHETYE that one of the
@ldexly hostages wag in need of medication. He said the
prescription had been telephoned to the drug store at
Hushviile and asked 1L I would bring the prescription: hack
in the aftermoon., I said that I would handle it., ¥ also i
paid when I
aud agoe.

Loater dn the day I returned to Wounded Knce
following the same procedure as d=ﬁ ribed above,. I again
parked the car and walkoed to a. digtance angowxmquely 1060
yards nosth of the cay and about 50 yards soubh of the
barricade, I wan approached by a peTHon who identified
himseld as RUSSELL MEANS, I gave him the medicine fox the
homtage and I also furnished him with a ﬁth ol peraons who
we had arrvested the prior evening.

Fe gave mé a ploce of paper which listed Lh@-
hﬁBtﬁgOﬁ as ahawn balows : :

L returned I wanted a list of the hostages by name
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G . Lo
‘. "WILRUR A, RIECGERT 82
GIRLIE CLARK 75
- CLIVE GILDIERSLILVE 73
. BILL COLE 56
MARY PIKG 72

AGNTS GILDERSLEEVE 68

AUNIE HUNTS LIORSE 78"

RUSSELL MEANS,then related how the white man had

‘been unfalr to the Indian and how the hostages were really

prisoners of war, Ilo referred to the area hetween the
barricades as a "DIZ.Y e said that many Indians were .
massacered at Wownded Knee years ago and that if we came

into Wounded Kaee after him, he and many other Indians

would die, but also the hostages would die with them. He

sald he was not afraild to die, '

I told MEANS that there was no way that we would
Just leave the area, that we had to have him surrxender, and. = .
that his only hope was to surreader. He expressed great
displeasure at this and stated that wo were trespassing on
Indian iland, e sald, "We axe the landiords and the rent
As overdue,

it soon became apparent that IEANS was getting

- moye excited and I was pgetting more nexvous and I, thereforae,

decided to ieave wilthout engaging in any furiher conversation
with him, ' : , : .
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" had congiructed a barrier of two burned cars, I oxited Lrom .
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION'

T L . 7 . *" .Dale of lranscription

March &, L1973

e

_ On_ the moxming of Mareh %, 1973, I was requested
by Me.| | Special Assistant to the Aitorney
Gonoxal, o se@ i L could arrange a meeting place for

LBenators MO GOVERN and AROULEZK to mect with the Indians,

if the Semators desmired to have such a meeting. . wr
‘ .
: ' RN

In acdordance with this requsst, I proceeded to

Woundod Xnee and aftor passing our roadblock, followed the:

procodure that X bad followed the day before. This involves
putting a white flag om the cax antenna and slowly driving
into the town site, About LOO yards Lrom whore the Indiang

the Bureaw car and walked approximately 100 feet, I was met

by RUSSELL MEAITS, .

I told RUSBELL MEANS that thke Senators had arvived

Cand that I dasived to arrange a meeting place i, in fact,
th Benators were going to meet with the Indians, I recommsnded

aclocation two miles north of Wounded Xanoe Road on Route 18,

. DUSSELL - MEANS said that the Senators should come .
into Wounded Kace., I told him I &iq not think the Senators-

' would want to do that but I would rolay his request., o

gald that the Indians owned this land and, theredore, ﬁheyﬂf
would diectate whese they would meet the Senstdrs.

I thereupon weturned to the office and aftexr

priofing the Sonatoxrs, it was decided that they would not

pont with the Indians unloss the hositages wore raleassd Lirst,
Foilowing the procadure mantioned above, I again met with
WSHELL MEANS. 'I toid him that the Seanatoxrs would not mest
with him until the hogtages woxe reiecased.’ s

At tbis point numerous parsons with the news media
come to the arca and with them were three porsons, who MEANS
pald wore on the hostage iist. These individuals gtated that
thay woere no lonper hostages and wexo Ixee To comd and o as
tivey pleased, MBANS said that the other eight hostages were
aleo free to comg and go as they wishod but that noas of‘the
hostages wished to leave, I told kim X would bring this

CwsasEage to tho Sonators.

Interviewed on 3/1/73

\File ¢ LI? YOLTR32
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It was then decided by the Sénators that théy
would come to the roadblock area. I thereupon drove
venators .M GOVERN and ABOUREZK and the aides to Senators

- KENNEDY and MANSTIELD to the roadblock on Wounded Knee Road.

I had no further contact with the personnel on the cther ‘slde
of the roadbiock on this date, :

’
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3 . (23) Two blankets containing ma ay personal

' ’ ' oy vadn§ o oy .

i B um@z.&ﬁo& . N - ' TN

. 85y Two first aid his. . -
{87y 8ix pacheges clgaretles. "

% (38) oOune carton Balon. ‘ i

: {39y One carion Mariboro. ;
{40 Ome paxtlal carton Bariboxa.

Gy ALY ftows {16 through 40) were rotur sned to the

e B trusk,

Yot
&
=
o
X
o
¥
&
o
e
<
&
@
2

{41y One anvorn palr

L {42) One leathor purne containling assoried
noad works.

£43Y  One .30 calibew yun cleandng rod.

'y

{44y, cpe boitle Hoppo's Powder Solvent.
Y Opoe packepge of identification Zor VArious
™

«
1.;1«?2 Trusl I8 %

“0wzstemcé ia

whe list was preparved by S February

19075, . ‘ . - b6
‘ b7C

s Y M e .
25 Qun BwLod oned conbadnling papars.,

>

Ve
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e &A“v%ﬁ” thin vehiele were ayy coped in owne

BREO0OE
i&é%&b} of Veoundod Kups, Doudh ﬁ ias?, in the Iate ovoonany,
L)

' Yohpreary 97, 1973, or early pmovring of Februgey 80, 1975, and
The truak xﬁma&maze&v *“anﬁvvr'“& by GLficer oi the’
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

1

1 ) . Date of Irunscrlplion__Mal'Ch 7, 1573

1973, for larceny, burglary and congpiracy to commit
larceny aud burglary, all of which occurred at Wounded
Knse, South Bakota, on the Ping Ridge Indian Regervation.

. vag interviewed iu the Storage
Puilding near the Pino Ridge Indian Police Department,

,» South Dakota, however, prlor to any questioniug
[::;:;:if;ﬁma@ furnighod an "Interrogation; Advice of
orm, which bo read, stated he undersioocd, and,
rihﬂxﬂafﬁﬁﬁ, enocuted thig form by signing the waiver,
then furnisghed the following information:
He adviged that he was at Calico, South Dakota,
at approximately 8:00 p.m., February 27, 1973, and that
ke caught a ride in a pickup truck, | |indicated
that ke rode all thoe way to Vounded Kpese _and mgot out at the
genaral gtore or Trading Post in towu, | btated
thore wore four poople in the ¢ab of thig truck and

nporoxinately one dozon people im the rear of this truck,
smw the following individuam were in this

lstated thay: were about the lagt ones
to arrive atf Voundod Xuee and that he obsorved weapons in
Vounded Knee, including one ¢lub approximately 2' loog and
one slngle-bit long handled axe. He added he heard shots

" balng fired but did mot recognizme anyore doing the shwoting.

’ |ﬁtat®@ he observed several people in the
Trading Fogt and soated that RUSSELL MEARS was on@ of thepe
individuals. Ko stated MEA tell anyone to steal
any of ther wsrchandize but id hear someone may,
“Alli the men into tho store o » " or at
least sonething to that «ffect. obsesrved goveral
Indiang leave this trading pomt with guns auvd ammunition

e

]

Ilorviowed on._ 3 /28479 of__ping Ridge,South-Daketatl ¥ iR 70~8832
» )
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During the'laﬁe"morning and early afternoon of
March 1, 1973, Special Agent]
Special Agent:in Charge JOSEPH H, TRIMBACH to the FBI ook
roadblock on Wounded Knee Road, south of Wounded K?fz::::j“
!

LIAT !

ek PR
|accompanied. . v i

Special Agent in Charge TRIMBACH and Special Agent|
proceeded from the FBI xoadblock northerly to a po:
approximately 100 yards south of a roadblock established

by the Indians. ' . . K )

At the Indian roadblock, Special Agent in Charge (SAC)
TRIMBACH got out of the cax, which he had been driving, and wvas ;
Eff:ffjtwo Indian males each caxrrying a wifle.’ Special Agent
remained in

icle to maintain radio contact. 'Both;m{‘.
SAC TRIMBACK and SA wefe,unarmed. . e COt

After SAC TRIMBACH exited the vehicle, an automohile
was observed parked on a hill to the left. On and around the
vebicle, four or five Indian.males were observed armed with
rifles. .One Indian male had a pifle equipped with a telescopic
sight which he kept aimed at SA and SAC TRIMBACH duxring * .
the entire time of the conference between SAC TRIMBACH and the
Indians, At one point, an unidentified Indian male came running
down the hill waving & rifle and yelling that ‘the FBI and United
States Marshals were advancing. SAC TRIMBACH assured the
Indians this was not true., Many threatening gestuvres were '
made during this €ime by the armed Indians., : .

~Simultaneously, approximately six Indian males armed *
with rifles approached the JFBI vehicle from both sides. to within
a distance of 100 feet at the closest point. Also, approximately
four vehicles approached from the north carrying approximately
15 armed Indian males., Other armed Indian males were observed
in the surrvounding fields.. X : S

-, ! . |
After discussions were completed, a second meeting:
was held at the same site, attended by RUSSELL MEANS, After
several minutes of. conversation between SAC TRIMBACI and MEBANS,
approximately 20 members of the news media surrounded. SAC

TRIMBACH and MEANS and monitored the balance of the couversations.

car_and then. to the FBI roadblock, . ; . o

When the meeting was concluded, SAC TRIMBACH xeturned to the

" o
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puring the second uweting, SA obsorved & § . -525 '
U~inal, white over <wange van, drive up wesiae the Indilan c
wandhioek and unload what appsared Lo Ve an autconatic weapon o e
eouipped wilh o bipod. o tripod on the front of the weapon, i
The weapon was latex rotwned to . the van without beling 506 WP
No shots were fived by the Iadians. No conversalions :
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2; Date of transeription Mﬁnr(:h 10'1973.
oy
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3 i ‘
. {he is tho| | -
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thnt she L ow DENNIS RANKS, RUSSIZL MEANS and CLYDE BILLICOURY
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1 Date of transcription 3/]3/73 s
! was advised jdentity of the interviewing "gf;ébéwﬁ
agcat anm the nature of the investigation. furnished the following - | .-B7C
statement: o
*Hounded Knee,
South Dakota
- "1, | furnish the following
statement tol |who 4s known to me to be

a Special Agent of the FBI. I have been furnished a form:
Interrogatifon, Advise of Rights which I have read and had
read to me. No threats or promises have heen made to me and
I freely furnishc the following statement:

“I am 26 years old, 1 can read and write. 1 served five -
years in the Ammy an leted two years at Bproakings College.
I presently Tive at| South Daketa.

"1 d1d not know what was happaning when the ATH people
first ceme in. There was just a lot of cars driving around,
And 4% was sometime later when 1 realized the AIM people had
taken over. The trouble started about 4:00 a.m. and I found
out what was happening about 8:00 a.m. I do not belong to
AIM, I attended one meeting of AIM and that is all. T ama
spiritua1 sick leader for the Indfan people and as such I
cannot carry firearms. AIM wanted me for their spirftual

- leader but not after they found out I was only a spiritual
- leader for sick people.

"I am presently 1iving at| |home. -
The signature on the AIM membership card furnished by me ismy = -\ -
signature. I have not ever participated in any of the AIM -~ .. ";
activitfes. 1 have seen several good bunkers built by the Co e
AIld people. The AIM people say they are going to stay ¢n
Wounded Xnee until they die unless they get what they want.
1 think most of the people both AIM and residents think DICK
WILSON s the main cause of the troubie.

*I have heard that most of the shooting in Hounded Knee
has been done by a Special Force gqroup of AIM although some S
¥heve~a¢e~approx4matenquk- S

riewed on 3/8/73 of _klnunded._Kne&._Snnth_DAkntn__Fus # ____HE 10:5832._.__* n

. _____._54 tcks :Dote dictoted, . __ 3!_11!73 i . . T i
document conlains nelthér recommendations nor conclusions of the FBL it is the property uf the FBI und is loaned to your agency; o Coh '_'.
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300 male members of the AIM Special Farces qroup in Wounded
Knee at the present time. Some AIM members came in on
March 7, and brought supplies. AIM memhers are heavily
armed and have plenty of ammunition. I have heard they
also have a bazooka to use against the APCs when they come
into town, because one that was there in tovm before, hurt
a c1v111an. The Special Forces group of AIM {s made up
mainly of Vietnam veterans who say they are not afraid ‘
to die., Some of them have heen wounded hefore and 1 think
thay will stay and fight until DICK WILSON {s re]ieved

of his position. ,

"I have seen RUSSELL MEANS, CLYDE HOWARD BELLECO'RT,
and DENNIS J. BANKS in Wounded Knee for the last wenk. ,
They told me they were three of the six leaders of AIM in -
Wounded Knee, I have heard the AIM people have automatie '
weapons which will penetrate an'APC but I have not seen
any of them. I don't know any of the people involved in
the taking 6f firearms or anything else from the general
store or the museum, .

"I have read this statement consisting of three
pages, I now sign it, because it is true and correct to
"best of my knowledge.

"Witness: SA, FBI, 3/8/73" o

further advised 1f he needs to be ¢ »d he will be
working for Pr. KIRAK, the Pine Ridge game wardon. |also satd
RUSSELL MEANS had asked him to pray for them (AIM) as they (AIM)

wou]dddie with their people Defore giving up before they got what theyz
wante

| N
‘ The folTowinq description of[:::::]was ohtafned throuah ¥
observation and interview: L

Hame L .o o
Race ” Fmer¥can Indian (S10uUX) Lo .

Address South Dakota }
‘ : ' Mehraska
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nugotiate the hoesioges?. r@laﬂm?a to which ZRG responded,: j o :

- Wgeo . T les, QIIDIRSLEIVE . told that CLIVE :u‘,' o
. GILDEZSLEEVE's hoepor wos «r»rs» uam@ Unknowa) NO WATER ;- : o
s Arom elther Ogallaln, Uekroska, o Ozlala, South Dakota,. - S

ﬂque did not koow. {he laentﬂuy of ““@ other keapers. s}ﬂn"' N

W

:' R }ln e
1 al [ . L o

o V*%TY whwt@& ﬁhmﬁ apnrcmimat@ly 1300 p.m‘n
. Soturday he was contnetod Wy RANCHNE RCUBIDEAUK, Rapdd ' T
. CAty, South Lolzada ' am ofbsppey Ko AN, ROUBIDEBAUX v w0 ety
0 that AXM would like to negotiate * e

o property BOLCionent coancerning domage done im Wounded a v

'
[

Kmee:gna th ey agreaﬂ o meat ﬁ Plne Ridge at 2300 pent,: ‘ BTN

D 7 At Pine nwm, Sowthk Doliotn, M., s |
. and mﬁ&'wi e net with EF@B&DEAMZ&L_____, | @n Indiam =
o dendor. fxcm Rapld Cityg ang Ga wnlknowva T e ,
L ,aomaie reporter. Thoy drove wo wounded Knee coming in | SR
(LU fpom $he @outh, Upea avilving ot Wounded fmee, they - .
o approached a hbavrilcade whilch wog composed ol two 4-vheel
B arive Intornatioval Harvestor plekups, which had been
© burned and placed in the road. Ao ﬁh@y approached the
borricade, 8 raed and yollow U~Haul a°0ve up Lrom the:
church, parked at the barricade, and thres ammed men«
ﬂﬂpuarﬁd one carryling o shotgun ard two armed witl ?
siiles, checked then cut, and waved them on through. As
Lo hG] d;ove arcund the wehicles he turned right into
e Wounded Knee and passed o bunker on the left side ol the
.+ woad by the windmill, approximately 250 feet after turning
- "igat (eamt). There were three or four male Indians in
the bunker, armed, wot Lurther 1dontifled, The group
went to the home oF LuAVL GILDERSLERVE and talked . X \

personally with t fVEs, ROUBIDEAUX them !
i took M. to the store to see the - .
! damage. That AXM wanted to know the ' Lo

monitary value of the d“mage dome, ro ¢!

K - Upom entering tha &tore thoy observed several f
“ Indians attempting to ‘clean up broken glass and debrig -
1ltﬁering‘the store. ;”hej walked through the gtore anq ‘

.
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., dnto their home, whilch adjoins the atore, and
2 eavimated 15 to 20 Indiams, both male and female, were im
" his home. He checkod the dimimg room and noticed that
o the crystal set, siliver set and china sel were gone.

" were gone and the clothing litiered the floor, He looked -
Coar Antonthe iiving room and stated there wore approximately. . ..

" 12 Indisms sitting around watching color television, .
.. . R Lo Pt o ‘

e
'

e ] When he eatered the kiéchom, he observed that
V7 the kitchen was bare’and that a male Indian known to him
© e a9 PEDRO BISGAETYE vas 1 the kitchem and indicated that

f 0 he TR BARIE 5 o el 2an®,. Another male Indian known |
P o him ag wao ctonding guavd om the | .

.. house, and he Lo In RIS posocdolon a shoulder weapon, not
- CL e et T ’ (N

"t 3

c e furihex,. describod.- .

Yo ymen be ro-entered the store, ho noticed all of

. the glags cones smashed, . o wilked inte his office and .
T oteted his o2ilce was in ghambles, with puapers, recoxrds, "
ie ., and porsonal itemuslitiering the floow, Thexre were three
C 0 male Indimns in the office at that time, - ‘ o -

oo

'”mot@d‘that 2he museun artifacts and antiques were & tyripped
and that there was very little loit in-the museuwm. = '

. e e went back to the GILDIRSLEEVE home where he,
. . the GILDERSLEEVEsS and ROUBIDEAUX tried to assess the damage
0 gome., ¢ i : P . . ; :
s observed DENNIS BANKS had already taken oveyr
the tralier home as his 62fice and that RUSSELL ‘
MEANS, and (First Neme Unknown) BILLECOURT were, appaxently
operating out, of a home east of the traiiér, this home owned
by MARY PIXE,* = . ¢ - | “ o i v

! v ' |
i

- A | statea that after surveying the damage
he came up with & figure of $1,025,000 as an estimate ol :
the loss. [_ |stated that the flgure was a little

. nigh, but he felt it was reasonable in light of the = .,

.+'  harassment, the damage done earlier in the year, and the |

' magaitude of the loss. The total figure was arrived at

fxom the following: .~ ) e

N l ' ) .

Ve : . [ . ‘ . te
;, i ' . N . , vt N
. . /3 0

LN , !
T L ' "
.- ; . ,

T et A . [ .

' . . .

- . .

et

A‘Upon entering .the bedroowms, ho okoexved that the mattrenses -

He wont over to the muvoum with ROUBIDEAUX and .

b6 .,
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P RN sta e& ﬁh“% ha and GELBERuLmEVE m@t N
o WAR s he Indian § p ezeRtatives o T TAToT ~O8 , BRI

» Brenoat av: ihe uao ting wore Revoren furon, <ty R I
" douth Dakota, mecustive Diroctor of Touth haketa Addeclation ! B
ol Chriﬁmﬁan Church@m, and D, PAﬁL BOE, Minpempolds, . - ¢ e
G Mdonesota, Dxocutlve Diroctor of the Dlviminm_nﬁ_ﬂnciﬂjﬁ*‘ E RN B
e forvices of the American Lutheran Chuwch. B
o understond that these two paople rawe&entmal
0 Couneidl of Churchoz of Christ in the U3A that vas ‘ :
providing finoneinl support to the American Indian * - o
. Novement (ALY ‘2or the church ot Vounded Knea, [
- also added the pame Reverend Joz the Umited -
liothodist Board of Church and Socialy, Washington, D, C. ‘ E
S Be was also ‘given & local telephonre number for contact : ' :
wlth uhi@ group in Pine Rxdge - | |

. . N
.o ' ey

N ' ‘l » 1 l ‘ ' o o ! - _" ) : . ) : x_“
,;;,lz *‘"f Wh@4ﬂ maca the $1,025,000 offer{{?he Ol L
" Group did not baﬁ an eyem. t . _ 'j | -'. e,

[

.t"~-“‘ ‘i Tho gm oup mlao made Y propo&i 1on to him to buy i ;

.. the cogparation outriﬂht, and he sitated that he would sedl : ‘
; uhe ¢orporauion Lox $2,500 OOO, witn the foliowing conditionm‘ A
’ »; l i ‘ ]n "

el e ﬁ i.n,ﬁe could Bulvaga hiﬂ personal belonginga ;rOm
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IﬁGILDaRSLE“VL to‘ioave, which e daid immediapely., o

v :xn-‘, ‘: Tz

T “ B b“lanc@' ‘{;‘- - ” :":. - v' ',’ L e . ' 1 N ) H S s'.
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bend in the dooy’ and mo&ionﬁa to the koeper Loz CLIVD

\\\\\\

‘ {-'4- .

i ,,‘a

"“'H”Iﬁh&ﬁx c&wa bacKA““t@ he roam and aoate

s l._‘r,
.n 1

Lo the Indians, Bp&&@d That aicer what hasg '

SO Lamﬁeaed thawe weuld b@ RG way ko Wowld ope;ate Wounded fo
I"“:‘_J:K&AQQ. o RN ‘~ } =

'M .

K ’ ,.' . n\' !’ by o M-
e g grau kod hov mweh Qowa pﬂymant he Wan»ed,.
hi@b‘%e replied oithor all cash o thire ty poxr. cent dowa

0& an wncondi&ional gu«ruaﬁeo ol uwymen# 20* ﬁhe remalning

1

o AL
o v . Lot

[
:f' ,

. a&éed‘that“ﬁﬁfhlg'office‘was a iﬁrga

‘. ono~ton £I0OTF DTG I waich he kept o valuable Indian: |-

- oneckiaca, a collector's item, He noted that the safe . ne
v door had baen blowa open and it wes his belled that a " -
_5 hiwa oxplnslva oﬁher thnn dyaumﬁta wam uaed. o o

T -
L

"I@ ' lm mee
iin the & ore clenning. piated

furthexr comtacted by attorneys representiang AIM,

CRAC REe did not obﬂerva anyone ¢loc he Tnows by nane from

oumside Vounded Knee, South Dakota, wiihin the containment.'

I

‘ ‘made available a 148t of personal |
itews and 1toms Zrom the store and museum which he knows
waxre with;n Wounded KEnee at che uime of tha takeover.

: | |adv ised chat when the conference was
over and they were preparing to depart the area he saw ne
"keepera™ of hostages., He statgd that he has not been . . -

ol

¢ M, advised %aat'oh March 1, 1973,'
he would have ordered gasoline Lo uhe trading post, .

SENL LU

R P“@ bime RC@B&DEA@X Vent out of the houﬁe,"ﬂ'
Jnrd withi n ~hr@a or popzibly four minutes BANDS stuck hig

“guha* “they™'yould.Rave to leave since it wos getiing clcaé-

¢

H

. ﬁt “’ﬂa poia% an uﬁkmanu tto;nay ﬁo; AIM,"whéﬁﬁfﬁw'
w.uho a vai o male frow B”dl&@f Colewado, sald iﬁ the . -
Coopporation was ppoe d hea, it .

to suadoyn and %hay wora suppqaca o b@ out by Shem, i el

1 bé
~% bTC
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however, due to the circumsténces he

. bad not. The gasol

| gigkgaatltga trading post have a éapacity of 8,000 gillgn;ne
. guiar gnooline and 4,000 gallons For premium gasoline,

: . approzimztely 1,500 galions of reguls
in the tanks and Rpproxi guizx gasoline remaining
gasoline remaining??r”. bely 1,000 gallons of premiun
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